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Promotion 
By Maud Howe 


“His servants shall sérve him” (Rev. 22:3). 


ED — O blessed Master, 
Beckoned UP by Thee, 
Called to glorious service 
For eternity. 


Called from earth’s poor striving 
Unte Heaven’s gain. 


CALLED —to life and service, 
CALLED —to perfect grace, 

CALLED —for aye and ever, 
SEEING FACE TO FACE. 


Mrs. Howe went Home to be with the Lord 
on January 28, 1945. 
we 


Undisciplined 


Discipline is noticeably lacking to- 
day. It is paramount in the Army, Navy, 
Marines, and the Air Forces, but the 
officers have had to overcome great 
obstacles to achieve it. It has disap- 
peared from many homes, along with 
family worship and asking the blessing 
at mealtime, and schoolteachers and 
police officers ‘are trying vainly to curb 
the lawlessness of which the seeds were 
sown by careless, indulgent parents. An 


Ties. “The students seem to be com- 


laxities of the present religious world. 
I have been interested to note that even 
the authorities are objecting to the 
stepped-up program of intensive educa- 
tion. They say that the student cannot 
mature on a par with the stepped-up 
program. How much less, then, can 
we cram them full of spiritual things 
in so short a time. When the character 
is lacking to begin with, it requires a 
much longer time to uproot the foul 
principles and establish them in the new 
—I think longer than it used to take.” 
It is a time when Christian parents 
should be more vigilant: than ever, lest 
they sow the wind and reap the whirl- 


wind. Much can be done through daily 
family prayers, asking the blessing at 
the table, and plain, old-fashioned in- 
sistence upon obedience, with prompt 
punishment for ‘disobedience. We who 
are Christian parents cannot expect our 
children to be well disciplined if we are 
undisciplined, and careless in respect to 
such seemingly little things as punctual- 
ity and the hours of rising and retiring. 
Perhaps we need to listen again to 
Peter’s words: “Wherefore gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the endfor the that. is to be 
brought unto you a e revelation of 
Jésus Christ.” . 


of 


The Minister's Port i In Revival 


I. The Main-PoswesFroklen ste, Me 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


HE chief problem in revival is man 

power. Since the fall of Adam in 

the garden of Eden, this has al- 
ways been the chief hindrance. To 
carry forward the work of God, He 
is looking for men after His own heart 
who will “fulfil all my will” (Acts 13: 
22). “For the eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
shew himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect toward him” 
(2 Chron. 16:9). 


’ God never uses unprepared men. In 
the Old Testament, we have a list of pre- 
pared personalities. He found and pre- 
pared Enoch and Noah; Abraham, His 
friend for founding the nation of Israel; 
Job, to reveal His patience; Moses, to 
set forth His law; Joshua, to conquer 
Canaan; and all the prophets whose 
hames are found in the Book of Life. 
These God-prepared men, like Isaiah, 
said, “Here am I, send me.” Whether 
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“In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go te prepare a 
place for you” (John 14:2). 




















priest or prophet, king, reformer, or re- 
vivalist, these God-prepared men knew 
whose they were and whom they served. 


In the New Testament, of course, we 
have Christ, and His apostles, and other 
servants devoted to the will of God: 
Jesus, Jehovah’s Servant, came down 
from Heaven not to do His own will 
but the will of Him that sent Him. The: 
apostles, selected by Him, were fully 
prepared for their work. This appears 
in their words, “We ought to obey God 
rather than men.” 


In the Gospels, the Epistles, and also 
the Book of Revelation, the man-power 
problem is the main problem in revival. 
Paul, Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, the 
deacons, and other personalities promi- 
nent in the Early Church, were God's 
men of the hour for building up the 
Church and for the conversion of sin- 
ners. In our Lord’s final message to 
the seven churches of Asia through His 
servant John, He makes it clear that the 
man-power problem is the chief prob- 
lem in revival. This fact is everywhere 
apparent in the Scriptures. (See Gen. 
2:5; Isa. 59:16; Rev. 5:3.) 

The divine order seems to be that 
God must have laborers before He can 
have harvest. The divine rule is set 
forth in the prayer of Moses, the man 


ree i oe 





en Db LAI ee 


a 


274 (2) 


of God,*for a reappearance of a work 
of God, when he said (Psa. 90:16, 17): 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 
And thy glory unto their children. 
And let the beauty of the Lord our God 
be upon us: 
And establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou 
it. 


God is the Worker. The work is His, 
though He accomplishes it usually 
through man’s hands. 

The late J. Hudson Taylor, founder 
of the China Inland Mission, -in a book 
now out of print, entitled, “Days of 
Blessifig in Inland China,” says: “The 
Lord Jesus Christ is not only the Sav- 
iour, but the Pattern of our service. ‘As 
the Father sent me sa send I you.’ Now 
if we look back to those by whom God 
spoke to the fathers in olden time, we 
find they were always sufficiently equip- 
ped for service. You will find no record 
of God using one unequipped man. 
Sometimes we see a man, like Moses, 
called indeed to a particular work, push- 
ing himself into it before he had re- 
ceived his equipment, and then there is 
failure. The disciples, to whom the great 
work of evangelizing the world was 
given, had the warning, ‘Do not depart 
from Jerusalem till you are endued with 
power.’ But we for our service have 
full equipment provided; and God is 
willing to give us all we need, as we 
need it. He does not equip for life 
service all at once. He does not ex- 
pect us to toil along, burdened with next 
year’s provisions on our back. There 
are fresh supplies on the way, fresh 
light, fresh power, fresh revelation, as 
circumstances require,” 

I well remember how this man-power 
problem came home to me at the com- 
mencement of my ministry. Here let 
me relate an incident which our late, 
beloved Editor, Dr. Trumbull, frequently 
urged me to send to the Trmgs. 

This particular incident occurred. in 
one of my early pastorates. It was a 
country church. Evangelistic enterprise 
seemed to be without the blessing of 
God. After deep heart-searching, I 
came to feel that the hindrance was 
not on God’s side but rather on my own. 
While there meditating, announcement 
of the annual State meeting of our de- 
nomination was received in the mail. 
It enclosed a questionnaire which was 
being sent to five hundred ministers. 
Each was asked to state what, in his 
opinion, was the chief hindrance to re- 
vival. These hindrances were to be 
considered in the Pastors’ Conference in 
connection with the State meeting. 

The writer filled out his questionnaire 
and then went to the State meeting 
expecting that the needed revival would 
be greatly promoted as the ministers 
faced up to the hindrances of the same. 
But I was in for a rude awakening. 

At this particular Pastors’ Conference, 
the chairman of Evangelism gave a di- 
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gest of the opinions of the ministers 
that he had gathered from their com- 
munications. I do not exactly’'remember 
the figures, but, as nearly as I can re- 
member, about sixty per cent expressed 
the belief that the chief hindrance to 
revival was due to the non-co-opera- 
tive spirit of church officers; twenty per 
cent believed the chief difficulty in the 
promoting of revival meetings was due 


to the indifference of the members of. 


their churches. Not a few believed the 
blame could be laid to counteracting 
worldly programs which interfered with 
the local success of their evangelistic ef- 
forts. Some others thought finances 
were a hindrance. 

The writer had faced all of these seem- 
ing hindrances in his time of heart- 
searching and meditation, and found 
they were all prevalent in maximum 
strength in the days of the apostles. 
Yet, in spite of all these so-called hin- 
drances to revival, the Word of God 
mightily prevailed and the ministers of 
Christ were caused to triumph every- 
where. These revivals were not in vil- 
lages and small towns, but in the most 
populous cities of that day. In Jeru- 
salem, where antichristian opposition was 
at its height, and at a‘time when prob- 
ably not less than two million people 
were celebrating their customary feasts 
and all of them were under the domi- 
nation of antichristian leaders, yet, by 
supernatural power, that little band “on 
whom the spirit came” wrested in 
a single day from the grasp of these 
leaders not less than three , thousand 
souls; and later, in connection with the 
revival at the Temple gate, thousands 
more were recovered from the bonds 
of ecclesiasticism which was then preva- 
lent and were turned to God by the 
ministry of the Spirit. 

In the same city. a little later, after 
another Pentecostal season of prayer, we 
read that prayers for boldness in preach- 
ing the Word of God were astoundingly 
answered when “multitudes both of men 
and women” (Acts 5:14) were saved 
and “a great company of the priests wére 
obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). 


Moreover, I also faced. the fact that 
the sixteen revivals mentioned in the 
Book of Acts were not only in the larger 
cities of that time, but in cities where 
liberalism, paganism,. commercialism, 
and vice were prevalent among the gen- 
erality of mankind. Yet these in no 
way barred the working of the Spirit of 
God. ; 

I was interested therefore in what 
might be set forth in this particular 
meeting of ministers, with about five 
hundred in attendance... After the chair- 
man of the Evangelistic Committee had 
given the digest, he said that he had one 
letter different from all the rest which 
he wanted them all to hear. He then pro- 
ceeded to say, “This letter does not lay 
the blame upon the officiary of the 
church, or upon local conditions, but de- 
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clares the minister himself is the great- 
est hindrance to revival.” These words 
produced a prolonged outburst of laugh- 
ter that shook the building and caused 
the ministers to rock to and fro in their 
pews. My face turned red, and I won- 
dered if all of the ministers would be 
given the name of the writer of this let- 
ter. Fortunately this was not done. How- 
ever, the chairman read some excerpts 
from that letter, which, as I remember, 
were something like this: “After deep 
self-examination and humiliation before 
God, the writer was led into new con- 
secration and devotion to Christ. He 
found that new power accompanied his 
ministry and conversions began to oc- 
cur in the congregation. Attention was 


(Continued on page 277) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The New Testament in 
Basic English 


In Tue Sunpay Scnoo. Times of January 
6, 1945, appeared an article about our pub- 
lication, ““‘The New: Testament in. Basic 
English,” quoting the prices as follows: 
Popular Edition, $1.50; Regular Edition, $2. 

This is erroneous as our only edition at 
the present time sells for $3. Ever since 
the appearance of the Tmves we have béen 
receiving inquiries and orders for “The 
New Testament in Basic English;” at the 
price you stated, $1.50. A correction in 
your paper in the immediate future*would 
be greatly appreciated.—E. P. Dutton and 
Co. 


The Trues regrets this mistake, and is 
glad to give the up-to-date price of the 
New Testament in Basic English. It was 
critically reviewed in the Trues’ (Dec. 
13, 1941), the reviewer, a competent 
Greek scholar, commending certain as- 
pects of it, but also pointing out certain 
weaknesses and inaccuracies: It may be 
had at $3, from E. P. Dutton and Co., 
Inc., 286-302 Fourth Ave., New- York 10, 
N. Y. 

The E. P. Dutton and Co. is planning 


to publish “The Old Testament in Basic - 


English.” They expect to issue it in 
1946, and it is being prepared by the 
same scholars who. worked on the New 
Testament. The Dutton Company. in- 
forms the Tres that it is possible .to 
get single Gospels and parts of the Bible 
in. the Basic English Version through 
the Barnes and Noble Co., New York. 


A CORRECTION 


The Editors regret that the proper 
credit.for two quotations used -in the 
article by Dr. Arthur I. Brown in :the 
issue of April 7 was inadvertently omit- 
ted. They were from the book entitled, 
“How to Tell. Your Friends from the 
Apes,” by Will Cuppy, which is -pub- 
lished by the Liveright Publishing Cor- 
poration, New York (price, $1.75). - 
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Financing the Evangelist 
What remuneration shall be given to the visiting speaker? 


- By WALTER 'L. WILSON, M.D. 


‘CH confusion exists today in re- 

gard to the remuneration: which 

should be given to the visiting 
speaker in any church. Many questions 
arise in connection with his expense ac- 
eount, the offering that he should re- 
ceive, and the church expenses that are 
involved in the special meetings. 

‘Herein are some suggestions which 

may serve as a basis for clarifying this 
difficult situation. In each instance it 
should be the desire of both the host 
and the visiting speaker to do that which 
is -honest and upright, seeking also to 
bring’ glory to the mame of the Lord 
and happiness to’ those concerned. 
} One method’ of obtaining funds for 
an honorarium is to distribute envelopes 
each day of the meetings — these to be 
used for the love offering for the 
speaker. At the end’ of the meeting, 
these. are totaled and the entire sum 
is given to the evangelist. The advan- 
tage of this is that visitors who can 
come only once or twice during the 
series have an opportunity of giving to 
the evangelist on any occasion when 
they may be present. 


Disadvantages of a Last Day Offering 


Another method is to announce that 
there. will be a love offering on the last 
day of the services — this to be given in 
its: entirety to the visiting preacher. 
Sometimes this works to a great dis- 
advantage. This method was used in 
one.of my meetings which was held in 
a country church, with only dirt roads 
leading to the church. Rain fell all day 
Saturday and all day Sunday and made 
it impossible for friends to get to the 
church. In this last service Sunday 
night, the audience consisted of twenty- 
six people. The offering was two dol- 
lars and seventy-five cents, which was 
thé entire amount received for the week 
of meetings. Of course, there were pro- 
fuse apologies with the gift. Sometimes 
on the closing day there are other at- 
tractions in the city which prevent a full 
attendance. On most other occasions, 
however, the closing day is the best day, 
and the gifts are usually quite sufficient. 

In every case, the one who makes the 
announcements should state clearly and 
plainly what the collection is to be used 
for. Sometimes all of the offerings are 
taken for the church until all the ex- 
penses are met. From that time on, 
the offerings are to be given to the 
evangelist in their entirety. In this case 
the announcer should say definitely, 
“The gifts which you give tonight will 
be given entirely for the expenses of 
this campaign.” (The expenses should 


a 
Is.a “love offering” at the last meet- 
ing enough for his compensation? 
Should his expenses be paid over 
and above his honorarium? Should 
the speaker stipulate a certain 
amount? Can the church take some 
of the offerings for its own needs? 
How much should an evangelistic 
party receive? These are some of 
the perplexing questions that Dr. 
Walter Wilson, beloved Christian 
physician of Kansas City, takes up in 
this article. He writes out of long 
experience, and with consideration 
for both church and speaker. 





not include the honorarium to the vis- 
itor.) After all the expenses are met, 
then the announcer should definitely say, 
in plain language: “The gifts that are 
given tonight are for the speaker, the 
Rev. Mr. Blank. The full amount will 
be given to him. The expenses are 
already met and all the remainder of 
the. offerings will be given to Mr. Blank 
as his honorarium.” It should be re- 
membered that the audience, as a rule, 
does not listen very well. Not much 
attention is paid to announcements. For 
that reason, the announcer should call 
the name of the visiting speaker and 
make it quite plain that he is to receive 
the money. 

Should the visitor be promised a cer- 
tain amount for his service, and it is 
stated to him in a letter that he is to 
receive one hundred dollars or two hun- 
dred dollars, then the announcer should 
be very careful in what he says to the 
audience. No misinformation should be 
given or false staternents made from the 
platform. These words might be used in 
such a case, “We wish to obtain the 
honorarium that we have offered to our 
speaker, and so we invite you to give 
liberally as the evening offering is 
taken.” Thus you avoid saying that 
all the money is to go to the speaker 
and thereby no deception is practiced. 
If the announcer mentions that “the of- 
fering tonight is for the speaker of the 
evening, the Rev. Mr. Blank,” then noth- 
ing should be taken from it for any 
other purpose. Let us be honest and 
truthful in our statements from the 
platform. 

Still another plan used by some 
churches is to have all of the expenses 
out of the way before the speaker comes. 
Then in all the announcements it may be 
said, “The entire offering given tonight 
is for our brother, the Rev. Mr. Blank, 
and: your entire gifts will go to him.” 
Sometimes when the offerings are un- 
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usually large, the church feels that the 
total amount should not be given to the 
speaker. If, however, the statement has 
been made from the platform that it 
does go to the speaker, then nothing 
should be deducted from it, no matter 
how large it is. 

I was in a service recently where the 
pastor was absent and the evangelist 
conducted his own preliminaries. When 
it came time for the offering he said, 
among other things, “Ushers, after the 
offering is taken you will please bring 
the plates back to the platform, for 
this offering is mine, and I expect to 
count it myself.” 

After the service I said to him, 
“Brother Blank, why did you do such 
an unusual thing?” 

He replied: “I have been in this 
church before, and each time I know 
they have held out part of the offering 
that was given to me and appropriated 
it for themselves, because they thought 
I received too much. I certainly fixed 
it this time so they could not take out 
a dime.” 

Such proceedings are, of course, a dis- 
grace to Christianity. It is unfortunate 
that the evangelist felt there was dis- 
honesty in the church, and it was also 
unfortunate that he felt it necessary to 
take such unusual steps. 


A Clear Understanding Important 


There should be a definite understand- 
ing with the visiting speaker in re- 
gard to the finances. If a definite amount 
is promised, he should receive it. If, 
however, he says (as many do), “I am 
serving my Lord and will be happy to 
accept whatever gift God’s people may 
give me,” then the officers of the church 
must decide on the methods they will 
use and the amount of money they will 
give to the Lord’s servant. 

It is unfortunate that some evange- ' 
lists demand a certain amount of money 
before they are willing to accept an 
engagement. I can hardly conceive of.a 
man of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
taught in the Word, and his eyes wet 
with tears over lost souls, saying, “I 
will come with the precious Gospel and 
will spend three weeks pleading with 
lost souls if you will pay me my price.” 
That hardly adorns the doctrine. 

Should the church take advantage of 
the drawing power of the visiting 
evangelist or Bible teacher to enrich 
its own coffers? The answer might 
be “no” or “yes.” Many of those who 
attend special services give, not particu- 
larly to the preacher, but to promote the 
work that has their sympathy. There 
is really no reason why all the funds 
should be given to the visitor. The local 
church is responsible for his presence 
and for the facilities that he enjoys. The 
local church will be there when the 
visitor is gone. Large numbers of those 
who give, give to show their sympathy 
and fellowship in this particular type 
of Christian activity. The responsibility 








276 (4) 


is again thrown on the officers to keep 
their word with the visiting speaker. 
The announcements should be worded 
in such a way that there will be no 
deception, and yet so the visiting servant 
will be well reimbursed for his time 
and efforts. 

' How much is an evangelist worth? It 
is true that spiritual value: cannot be 
counted or estimated in dollars. Some 
traveling preachers receive fifteen dol- 
lars a day; others receive twenty dol- 
lars, and some twenty-five or thirty dol- 
lars per day: If the meeting is for one 
day only, he may be given anywhere 
from twenty-five to one hundred dollars 
or more. This will be determined by the 
character, size, and importance of the 
meeting. 

Can a value be placed upon any man 
who teaches or preaches Jesus Christ? 
Certainly not, yet there should be some 
way of estimating. There should be some 
basis for computation. The man who 
draws one hundred people to a service 
should hardly expect to receive as much 
as the man who draws five thousand to 
a service. Spiritual values have no price 
on them. That man who preaches to 
five hundred may, under God, transform 
more lives than one who attracts five 
thousand by his antics or his oratorical 
ability. Of course, the man who attracts 
unusually large crowds may do so be- 
cause the power of God is upon him 
and the hand of God is working with 
him. Audiences go where there is power. 
Here again, the honorarium can be deter- 
mined only by the occasion, the amount 
of the offerings, the amount of the ex- 
penses, and the honest decisions of 
clear-minded, spiritual board members. 

The problem of the “party” is of a 
different character. Here, the speaker 
brings along a song leader, a pianist, 
and a young people’s worker. How 
much should they receive? How much 
of their expense should be borne by the 
church? The committee must decide on 
one of two things: either they must 
agree to give him a certain lump sum, 
out of which he will pay all expenses 
(his own expenses and the expenses of 
his party); or they must agree that the 
expenses will be limited to a certain 
amount which will be paid by the 
church. A group of people living as 
they please in any hotel they select 
can be a heavy burden to the church, 
and there should be some definite under- 
standing beforehand to avoid bitterness 
afterward. The remuneraticn should be 
handled in the same way. It should be 
agreed that the members of the group 
will receive a certain amount, or else 
it should be agreed that the entire love 
offering will be given to the evangelist 
and he will reimburse his helpers. 

Let us consider now the legitimate 
expenses of the speaker. If he travels 
on a pass, he should say so and not put 
in a bill for railroad fare which he did 
not pay. If he travels on a clergy per- 
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mit, his expense account should be only 
the actual amount paid to the railroad, 
based on the reduced rates. He should 
take a sleeper if traveling at night, or 
obtain a reserved seat if traveling in the 
day, in order to conserve his strength, 


‘keep his mind restful, and be able to 


meditate and think in the seclusion of 
the _Pullman. These are’ legitimate 
charges for the committee to accept. 

At the hotel, it is my judgment that 
the church should be charged only with 
the room, the meals, and such telephone 
calls as pertain to the church affairs. 
The church should not be required to 
pay for tips, laundry, pressing, telephone 
calls (except as above), barber work, 
shoe shines, newspapers, entertaining 
friends, or anything élse which is strictly 
of a personal nature. The church should 
pay only those expenses incident to his 
being in their midst. All other expenses 
the speaker would pay, no matter where 
he happened to be. 

If the speaker makes a round trip to 
and from his home to serve a certain 
church, it would be right for the church 
to pay the full expense of his round trip. 
If he should go to a second meeting in 
some other city, instead of returning 
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home, then the local committee may as- 
sume either all of his transportation to 
his second engagement, or certainly they 
should pay half of it. It is largely a 
matter of kindness as well as fairness. 

If the speaker writes, “I am passing 
through your city on the way East and 
can spend Sunday with you if you_wish 
me to do so,” then a question will arise 
at once about his remuneration. In such 
a case it would be well to have a more 
or less standard. practice in the church 
of giving such a visiting speaker a cer- 
tain amount; if he preaches only in the 
morning, or only in the evening, — ten, 


fifteen,-or twenty-five dollars; and a 
” certain amount if he takes both services, 


morning and evening, — fifteen, twenty- 
five, or fifty dollars, It will be deter- 
mined, of course, by the size of the 
church and the condition of its finances. 

Taxi fares should only be charged to 
the church if the trips are made to or 
from the church, to or from the depot, 
or in making such visits as properly 
come under the church activities, 

If the speaker sells his books at his 
meetings, what financial arrangements 
should be made? The printed message 
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Commentaries from the Clay 


Tablets—!V 


A school for scribes — the 
Ras Shamra Tablets 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. Asce. Prot. of Archesclogy, Wheston College 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


HE first lead to an important archae- 
ological discovery is sometimes 
made by accident. And it is sometimes 
made by one who knows nothing about 
archaeology. Such was the case in the 
finding of -the first cluc which led to 
the discovery of the important Ras 
Shamra Tablets just a few years ago. 
A TiLuer’s DIscovery 

In March, 1928, a native of Syria was 
tilling his field not far from the sandy 
bank of the creek of - Minet-el-Beida, 
located near the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean opposite the Island of Cyprus. 
During these agricultural. labors, the 
native turned up a slab of stone which 
covered a subterranean passageway end- 
ing in a vaulted sepulchral chamber. 
Word of this discovery came to the local 
gendarmerie (police), and subsequently 
to the governor of this section of Syria 
who notified Monsieur Virolleaud, the 
director of the Service of Antiquities at 
Beirut, Syria. 

Virolleaud sent one of his attachés to 
the site, and his report resulted in the 
arranging of an archaévlogical. expedi- 
tion to excavate this site, called Ras 
Shamra, under. the direction of C. F. A. 
Schaeffer and G. Chenet. The French 
archaeologists arrived there on March 


20, 1929, and began actual excavation on 
Tuesday, April 2.1 Archaeological ex- 
cavation has continued for a number of 
years, being interrupted only in recent 
days by World War II. 


Tue TABLETS 


During the first year of excavation, 
a clay tablet written with cuneiform 
characters was discovered in a place 
which appeared to be a storehouse. Sub- 
sequent investigation showed that there 
was a veritable scribal school and library . 
here at Ras Shamra., The tablets dated 
from about 1400-1350 B.C., and were 
written in several languages, including 
Akkadian (the same as Babylonian-As- 
syrian) and Sumerian. A surprise came 
in the discovery of a large group of 
tablets written in cuneiform, but with 
novel characters and in other languages 
than those of Babylonia. 

The problem of the decipherment of 
this last-named group of tablets was un- 
dertaken by the German scholar, Hans 
Bauer, and the French scholar, E. 





1F. A. Schaeffer, ‘“‘Les Fouilles de Minet-el- 
Beida et de Ras Shamra (Campagne du Print- 
emps 1929),” 
1929. 
2James A. Montgomery and Zellig S. Har- 
ris, “The Ras Shamra Mythological Texts,” 
1935, p. 7. 
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Dhorme. The results of their labors, as 
well as that of others, such as Virolleaud 
and Albright, showed that these tablets 
were written in an alphabetic script, 
consisting of about thirty signs. Ordi- 
narily cuneiform characters were used 
to indicate syllables or even ideas, but 
in these Ras Shamra tablets the wedge- 
shaped characters were used to express 
the alphabet. Thus these tablets gave 
us a new link in tracing the use of the 
alphabet. 


The significance of the Ras Shamra 
Tablets lies in the fact that they con- 
tain much material of a religious nature, 
and they come from approximately the 
Mosaic era. They reflect the pagan re- 
ligious beliefs and practices. of the 
dwellers in Syria and Canaan, and show 
us the types of corrupt religion that the 
Biblical writers are constantly warning 
against. 

A Kp In MILK 


Three times in the Pentateuch we en- 
counter the phrase, “Thou shalt not 
seethe a kid in his mothér’s milk” (Exod. 
23:19; 34:26; Deut. 14:21). Each time 
the phrase appears unexpectedly, and 
we are led to wonder’ just what its 
Significance might be. 

The Ras Shamra Tablets give us light 
on this command. We find that one 
of the religious tablets gives the’ ritual 
for pleasing one of the pagan gods. It 
indicates that if you wish to gain favor 
with the deity, then you should slay 
a kid in milk and present it to the deity. 
Now we can see why this prohibition 
Was given in the books of Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, written shortly before Is- 
rael entered Canaan. God was fore- 
warning Israel of the pagan practices 
which she would be tempted to imitate. 
The Ras Shamra Tablets show us what 
one of these practices was.1 (The sig- 
nificance of this discovery was first 
brought to the attention of the writer by 
Nelson Glueck, director of the American 
Schools of Oriental Résearch in Jerusa- 
lem.) 


LEVITICAL LAws 


The usual critical view holds that the 
Levitical laws wére a late development, 
written down by a writer or school of 
writers known as “P” (Priestly Code or 
Priestly writers), about 500-450 B.C. The 
eurrent critical view is well expressed 
by R. H. Pfeiffer of Harvard University 
when he/says concerning the Priestly 
Code: “It codifies in‘ stereotyped and 
idealized form the current practices of 
the Second Temple, about 500 or perhaps 
in the next half century.”2 Thus we 
are faced with the question of whether 
the Levitical laws and provisions are late, 
as held by the critics, or whether they 


« 1¥For this text in the Ras Shamra Tablets, 
see Montgomery and Harris, op.cit., p. 175, 
line 14; an accessible translation may be 
found in G. A. Barton, “Archaeology and the 
Bible,” 7th edition, p. 354, line 14. 

2“Introduction to the Old Testament,” 1941, 
Pp. 256. 
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For a Christian Friend 
By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 


AY Christ in you be all that He 
Was meant by God in man to be! 


The only Saviour on the tree 

Who was both man and Deity; 

The Prophet in whose every word 

The réal voice of God is heard; 

The Priest whose perfect sacrifice 

For sin’s forgiveness doth suffice; 

The King who rules men every day 
Yet gives true freedom ’neath His sway; 
The Way that leads us into peace 

And from self-effort gives release; 

The Truth unchanging, firm, serene, 
When change amidst all else is seen; 
The Life in whicH ours takes its source 
And, merged in His, completes its course; 
The Light that drives away all gloom 
And penetrates the dreaded tomb; 

The Friend who knows our inmost heart 
And bears of all our pain a part; 

The Counselor to whom we go 

When burdeneg by life’s cares and woe; 
The Guide who leads us safely by 
The dangers which so terrify; 

The Rock Foundation ever sure, 

From quake and hurricané secure; 

A Living Fountain springing up 

To fill forevermore our cup; 

The Bread of Life on which we feed; 
The true Supplier of each need; 

The God whom saints long gone before, 
With angels, worship and adore; 

Our Home when voyaging is past 

And we have reached our port at last. 


May Christ in you all these things be, 
Both now and through eternity ! 








‘go back to the time of Moses, as indi- 


cated in the Bible. 


The first five chapters of Leviticus 
give us the details of the burnt, meal, 
peace, sin, and trespass offerings. Is 
such a system of offerings late or early? 
The Ras Shamra Tablets throw light on 
this question, for they describe the use 
of the burnt offering, the peace offering, 
the guilt offering, as well as several 
other offerings. Thus the archaeological 
discoveries show that a system of of- 
ferings such as indicated in Leviticus 
is not necessarily late. The fact that 
such offerings appear in the Ras Shamra 
Tablets is freely acknowledged by lib- 
eral and conservative alike. Millar Bur- 
rows, liberal professor of Yale Univer- 
sity, states, “Several of the terms 
employed in the Hebrew Old Testament 
for the various types of offering also 
have appeared in the Ras Shamra Tab- 
lets, for example, the burnt offering, the 
whole burnt offering, ‘the guilt offering, 
and the peace offering.” 1 

As to why the Ras Shamra Tablets 
contain sacrifices similar to those of the 
Mosaic laws in Leviticus, we believe that 
there are at least two possible answers. 
In the first place, they may have been 


1“What Mean These Stones,” 1941, p. 234, 
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diffused from Israel at the time they 
were revealed to Moses (about 1450 
B.C.) and have come into the practices 
of the Canaanites and people of Syria, 
being reflected in the Ras Shamra Tab- 
lets (1400-1350 B.C.). The second pos- 
sibility is that the laws and statutes re- 
vealed by the Lord at a much earlier 
time (and later given in a codified form 
to Moses) were handed down among 
various peoples and appear in a modi- 
fied and often corrupted form among 
such people as those of Ras Shamra. 
The fact of God’s early revelation of 
laws and statutes, long before the time 
of Moses, is shown by God’s statement 
to Isaac, “Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my command- 
ments, my statutes, and my laws” (Gen. 
26: 5). 

The Ras Shamra Tablets are thus sig- 
nificant in showing the type of pagan 
'religions that flourished in Syria and 
Canaan, and which were denounced by 
the Bible writers from the time of Moses 
down through the period of the great 
prophets. The Ras Shamra Tablets also 
show us that even on natural grounds 
the liberal has no right to insist that 
a system of sacrifices such as we have 
in Leviticus must be dated to a late 
period and assigned to some assumed 
writer known as “P.” 


(To be continued) 
we 


The Minister's Part in Revival 
(Continued from second page) 


called to the fact that when the Lord 
was with Samuel, He did let none of 
his words fall to the ground and that 
the apostles were able to so speak that 
a great number believed.” God's pres- 
ence with Joseph and Moses and with 
the prophets and apostles was stressed 
and the plea was made that-each min- 
ister, being newly consecrated to the 
Lord, would become a channel of new 
blessing to his people. 

The meeting over, I made my way to 
the chairman of the committee and after 
introducing myself said, “Dr. ——, it was 
I who wrote that letter.” Upon this the 
chairman glared at me and, without a 
word, turned on his heel and walked 
briskly away. 

At the close of the afternoon meeting, 
I hurried to my ‘room to meditate and 
pray. Tears were abundant. Without 
taking food, and with great weariness 
of mind and distress of heart, I fell back 
upon the bed 4s the bright autumn sun 
was casting his crimson light into the 
room. Sleep relieved the troubled mind. 
When my eyes opened again, the room 
was full of light from the rising sun. I 
had spent the entire night sleeping in 
that one position, fully clothed upon the 
bed. But with awakening thoughts, 
there came great peace of heart and new 
consecration. 


(To be continued) 
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Planning Special Day Programs | 
Beginning early and building around a Scriptural theme 


XPERIENCE has taught me some 

helpful things that make for effi- 
ciency and effectiveness in preparing 
for a special day program in the Sun- 
day school. 

The first task confronting the program 
committee is to formulate a plan. A 
plan is important, for it gives an idea 
and sequence to the program, and helps 
greatly to avoid that last minute harass- 
ment which most of us who have been 
responsible for programs have experi- 
enced. I prefer to do the planning six 
weeks before the program date. The 
plan will include everything that can 
possibly be arranged in advance: the 
content of the program, possibly the 
selection of participants, the time needed 
for practice, and the manner of pre- 
senting the program. 

A worth-while program will exalt 
Christ. It will bring the Gospel message 
to the unsaved and will be designed to 
deepen the spiritual life of Christians. 

I find a program that is one connected 
whole, built around a special theme, such 
as those published in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times, is most effective. And since it 
is the message from the Word of God 
that should have the important place 
in the program, it is logical to select the 
Scripture portions first, and to let all 
other parts be used as a help in bring- 
ing out the Scripture message. Every- 
one likes a good deal of singing in a 
program. There are so many good Gos- 
pel songs that will promote the thought 
of the program, and songs are readily 
taught to children, so it is an easy. mat- 
ter to use them. We need not limit our- 
selves to the songs that we usually think 
of as “Easter’ songs” for an Easter pro- 
gram, and so on, for others ‘often find 
a reasonable place in the program. Be- 
cause a recitation is so apt to be “just 
another. recitation,” I always use them 
sparingly. I never choose one unless it 
is unusually good, and then insist that 
it be well spoken. In most cases I would 
far rather have the pupil memorize some 
Bible verses; they will certainly do him 
more good. 

In every program I try to have some- 
thing out of the ordinary that will make 
it different from every other program. 
For one Christmas program I arranged 
six flannelboard scenes to be changed 
during the progress of the program. 
Anyone with a bit‘ of artistic ingenuity 
can use ideas from greeting cards and 
magazines to illustrate a song, as flan- 
nel lends itself so readily to the use of 
dyes and crayons. A candle arrange- 
ment. from a Christmas greeting card 
was enlarged to cover a three-by-four- 
foot board to be used with “The Light 


By MRS. CLIFFORD MILLER 


of the World Is Jesus.” Some object 
lessons can be adapted for use in a pro- 
gram, Appropriate Bible verses or songs 
can. be used by little folks with a very 
large “Wordless Book.” Motion songs 
by the younger children always have 
their place, but there are also more dig- 
nified motion songs that can be nicely 
used by the older children. Or we can 
arrange our own motions. After all, the 
more we plan our -@wn program num- 
bers, the more individual our program 
will be, and also it will be better suited 
to our own particular Sunday school. 

I endeavor, in planning a program, to 
utilize Bible verses and songs that have 
already been learned in the Sunday 
school classes. My Beginner and Pri- 
mary Department had been singing the 
chorus, “Yes, the Bible’s True.” So dur- 
ing a Christmas program, after other 
pupils had recited Bible verses showing 
how prophecy. had been fulfilled, the 
little ones were asked to sing. that 
chorus, 


To a child, the part he has in the pro- 


gram is a very significant matter..There- © 


fore it is wise to try as far as possible 
to give each child in the Sunday school 
a part that he can consider important. 
It is also wise to give special parts, as 
vocal solos, to pupils who have not. had 
them in past programs. Careful inves- 
tigation will discover pupils who can 
sing as well as those who have pre- 
viously done so, but who have not had the 
»pportunity to demonstrate their abilities. 
The same can be said of abilities other 
than singing. In selecting the partici- 
pants, it is also. well to consider advan- 
tages for practicing, such as grouping 
in Sunday school classes. 

What I have mentioned so far is all 
a part of the planning, the big task in 
putting on a program. If it is thor- 
oughly done, the. rest of the work will 
be a comparatively simple affair. 

We now come to the carrying out of 
the plans, and consider first the assign- 
ing of the parts to the pupils. Here I 
would caution against assigning the parts 
too far in advance of the program date. 
In my experience, when I have given 
the pupils their parts about four weeks 
before the program, I found that they 


‘made no particular effort to learn their 


parts during the first two weeks, as four 
weeks is an extremely long time to a 
child, and that they lost interest dur- 
ing the last two weeks. On the other 
hand, when given but two weeks to pre- 
pare, they took the responsibility upon 
themselves and did very well. This led 
me to adopt the policy of always assign- 
ing parts about two weeks previous to 
the’ program date. By assigning parts 


“April 14,1945 


I mean letting the pupils’ know just 
what they are expected to do at the 
time of the program. It is true that 
some songs and other parts may need 
to be taught earljer, but that can be 
done without definitely mentioning them 
as program parts. The Sunday school 
class,affords a good opportunity for this, 
for something is worth using in the 
program it is certainly worth a bit of 
Sunday school class time. Also, if chil- 
dren are learning a song for the value 


.of the song itself it. will have more 


meaning to them than if learned with 
the main idea in mind of presenting it 
at a program. A remark like, “You sing 
this song so nicely. Would you like to 
sing it for our program?” will bring 
forth the pupils’ best efforts. This pro- 
cedure will also give the teacher an op- 
portunity. to lead the pupils to realize 
that the chief end of the program is 
not entertainment, but that they have a 
message to give forth. 


A certain amount of practice is neces- 
sary. I believe, however, that as much 
harm can be done by too much practice 
as by too little practice. When pupils 
have learned their parts, and when they 
know what is expected of them, they 
are ready. “It is almost ‘impossible to 
get the whole group together for prac- 
tice,” is a statement I have many times 
heafd regarding Sunday school pro- 
grams. To me that problem is easily 
solved, for I find that programs will be 
as good or better without trying to do 
so. Therefore I would confine practic- 
ing Ao individuals and small groups, as 
far as possible, and at times and places 
that are practicable. There will be no 
idle pupils waiting about to concoct dis- 
turbances. There will be excellent op- 
portunity to give each person just the 
help needed. Some may need very much. 
A ten-year-old boy was anxious to sing 
a solo. He learned the tune easily and 
sang it beautifully, but his words were 
pronounced so carelessly as to be abso- 
lutely unintelligible: I learnéd that he 
could pronounce the words plainly if he 
tried, and that he was willing to work 
hard, so many after-school hours were 
utilized, until_he was able to do his part 
well.. Other children will need very lit- 
tle help. Let. me repeat, they should 
be given as:much help as is needed, but 
no more, and the real responsibility for 
their parts should be left to them. They 
will. gladly accept the responsibility if 
we let them. Speaking parts are im- 
portant, and we should make sure that 
each one who has suth a part will give 
it audibly and meaningfully. 

When ‘the actual time arrives for the 
program to be presented, those in charge 
ought to be at the meeting place as soon 
as the first children arrive. If the leaders 
come praying that the program will 
prove a blessing to some, the children 
will probably catch that spirit from them 
and do their best. 


Creston, Iowa. 
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LESSON 5. APRIL 29. SETTLEMENT AND STRUGGLES IN CANAAN 


(TEMPERANCE LESSON) 
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international Uniform Lesson.—Joshua; Judges; Ruth; printed text, Judges 2:6, 7, 11, 12, 18, 19, 6:11-16 


Golden Toat-<Be gone end St « goed cbtrehe, ‘Us be not afraid, Seren eae mapas fer tle Lerbthy GaGa 
thee whithersoever thow goest.—Josh. 1:9 


Kine James Version 


Judges 2:6 And when Joshua had let the people go, the chil- 
on BSF, Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess 

e 

7 And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and 
al] the days of. the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen 
all the great works of the Lorp, that he did for Israel. 

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lorp, 
and served Baalim: 

12 And they forsook the Lorp God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other. gods, 
of the gods of the people that were round about them, and 
bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lorp to anger. 

18 And when the Lorp raised them up judges, then the Lorp 
was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the Lorp be- 
cause of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them 


Chap. 6:11 And there came an angel of the Lorp, and sat under 
an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the 
Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, 
to hide it from the Midianites. 


12.And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto him, and said unto 
him, The Lorp is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 

13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lorp be with 
us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles 
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lorp bring us 
up from Egypt? but now the Lorp hath forsaken us, and deliv~ 
ered us into the hands of the Midianites. 

14 And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy 
might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midian- 
ites: have not I sent thee? 

15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save 
srael? behold, my family is poor in , and I am ‘the 
least in my father’s house. 

















and vexed them. 


19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that th 
returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, 
following -other gods to serve them, and to bow down un 
them; .they ceased not. from their own doings, nor from. the 


stubborn way. 


+ 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Irotiside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE three books suggested for care- 

ful reading in. connection with the 

present lesson are each distinctive 
in character. Joshua is the Book of the 
inheritance. It tells the story of Israel’s 
entrance into the Land of Promise and 
the conflicts that followed as they sought 
to take possession of it. This answers 
to.the truth-of the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians in the New Testament, where our 
present inheritance in Christ is put be- 
fore us, and we have the conflict with 
wicked spirits in the heavenlies, who 
would seek to keep us from enjoying 
that which: is rightfully ours. 

Judges and Ruth are intimately con- 
nected, Together they tell of Asrael’s 
failure and God’s faithfulness, Anarchy, 
strife, and division prevailed during the 
days of the judges; but God ever had 
a devoted remnant, who, whatever their 
backslidings-may have been, cherished 
the things of the Lord, and were the 
objects of His constant care, which of 


necessity involved disciplinary dealing - 


when they wandered from Himself. The 
story of Ruth is one of the sweetest 
in the Bible, and brings vividly before 
us the work of the Kinsman-Redeemer, 
who, for us, is our blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The selected passages from the Book 
of Judges emphasize the frequent turn- 
ing aside from Jehovah to false gods 
that characterized Israel after the pass- 
ing. away of the first generation of those 
wHo entered the land under Joshua. 
Not having had firsthand evidence of 


x & 

he 16 1945 
the power of the Lord in overthrowing 
their enemies, ,to the 
false deities of eae er" Very ao tiet ay 

they should have subdtied : Gr destroyed, - 
and brought judgment upon their own 
heads. But when they turned to God in 
repentance, He raised up deliverers for 
them, who became their judges or rulers. 
But almost invariably, upon the death 
of the judge, the people relapsed into 
thetr old ways. 


The Historical Setting 


The Book of Joshua covers a period 
of approximately twenty-four years, 
from the entrance into the land to the 
death of Joshua. Judges continues the 
story for about three centuries, up to 1120 
B.C. Just when the incidents recorded 
in Ruth took place, we cannot know for 
certain — but, as Boaz became the great- 
grandfather of King David, it was prob- 
ably in about the latter part of the four- 
teenth or the beginning of the thirteenth 
century B.C. 


Verse by. Verse 


Judges 2:6—“The children of Israel 
went every man unto his inheritance to 
possess the land.” This was after Joshua’s 


death, following his last charge to his 


people beseeching them to be faithful 
in serving the Lord their God. 


Verse 7.—“The people served the Lord 
. . - who had seen all the great works 
of the Lord.” The generation that 
Joshua addressed remained true to the 
covenant into which they had entered 
(Josh. 24:15-17, 22-25). These had wit- 
nessed the many manifestations of God’s 
mighty power and to them He was, in 
reality, the living God. But declension 
soon set.in after their death. 


Binhedes said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and 
smite /the Midianites as one man. 


International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
’ a tightea ‘by en gers omer Council of Religious Education 


da used by permission. 


Verse 11.—“The children of Israel. . 


served Baalim.” This is the plural form 


S00 Baal, who was the Phoenician sun- 
god, and whose worship, under different 
names, became general through all the 
lands of western Asia. Turning away 
from Jehovah, Israel set up images of 
Baal and gave to them the worship 
that belonged to God. The evil of idol- 
atry was their ruin. 


Verse 12.—“They forsook the Lord God 
of their fathers . . . and followed other 
gods.” These unworthy sons of pious 
fathers had no real knowledge of - the 
wondrous acts of Jehovah, and s0, in 
their folly, they compromised with the 
heathen who dwelt among them and ac- 
cepted their idolatrous religions, wor- 
shiping false gods who had no power 
to deliver them. And, as a result, God 
became angry, and in His indignation ‘ 
sold them into the hand of their enemies. 


Verse 18.—“When the Lord raised them 
up judges, then the Lord was with the 
judge.” In response to their cries of 
distress because of “them that oppressed 
them and vexed them,” God repented — 
that is, changed His attitude toward 
them —and gaye them deliverers to rid 
them of their foes and to guide them 
aright afterward. 


Verse 19.—“When the judge was dead, 

. they returned, and corrupted them- 
selves more than their fathers.” The 
periods of apparent revival and blessing 
were dependent largely upon the per- 
sonal faith of the judge. Upon his de- 
cease, the people soon turned again like 
a dog to its vomit, once more giving 
themselves over to vile idolatries, cor- 
rupting themselves, so that again the 
hand of God was upon them in judg- 
ment. 
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Chap. 6:11.—“Gideon threshed wheat 
by the winepress, to hide it from the 
Midianites.” Of the twelve judges whom 
the Lord raised up, we are only able 
to glance at the story of one. Gideon 
was a young farmer of the tribe of 
Manasseh, and the family of Abi-ezer. 
At a time when Israel had fallen into 
bondage to the Midianites, he evidently 
became deeply exercised about condi- 
tions. While secretly threshing wheat, 
so as to hide it from these cruel foes, 
an angel of God appeared to him. 


Verse 12.—“The Lord is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour.” Such was 
the greeting of the heavenly messenger, 
startling Gideon, who had not yet re- 
alized what God could do through one 
who was a ready instrument in His 
hand. 


Verse 13.—“If the Lord be with us, 
why then is all this [evil] befallen us?” 
It was a very natural question; but faith 
looks above the merely natural and 
counts on the living God. Gideon knew 
what the fathers had told of the gre&t 
things He had wrought in the past. He 
longed to see Him put forth His power 


. again. He could not understand why 


He, who had chosen Israel, should now 
leave them to the evil machinations of 
their Midianite oppressors. 


Verse 14.—“Go in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel... have not I 
sent thee?” This was Gideon’s commis- 
sion. He was to go forth in “the irre- 
sistible might of weakness,” counting on 
the God who had sent him, in order that 
he might become the deliverer of the 
people, overthrowing their cruel and 
vindictive foes and freeing them com- 
pletely from the Midianite yoke. 


Verse 15—“Oh my Lord, wherewith 
shall I save Israei? . . . my family is 
poor ... and I am the least in my 
father’s house.” This was not what psy- 
chologists today call “an inferiority com- 
plex.” It was rather a true humility — 
a realization that in himself there was 
no power to deliver Israel. He came of 
a poor and insignificant family. He him- 
self recognized his own helplessness. He 
did not feel there was anything of which 
he could boast. But he was to learn 
that, as Augustine has said, “God’s com- 
mandings are God’s enablings.” 


Verse 16—*"“The Lord said . .. Surely 
I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man.” This was 
all that was needed. “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 
Gideon had the. promise of the divine 
presence to rely upon. His future his- 
tory tells us how remarkably God ful- 
filled His word in using this country 
lad to destroy the power of haughty 
Midian and to deliver and guide Israel. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Departure from God always results 
in spiritual bondage and disaster.. But 
wherever there is a return to the Lord 


~ 


r 
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Last Week's Lesson 
4 April 22.—The Founding of the 
Nation. Exodus: Numbers; Acts 7:17-44 
Next Week's Lesson 


6. May 6.—The Hebrew Monarchy ‘at 
Its Height. 1 and 2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1 to 12 








in humiliation of spirit and true re- 
pentance of heart. God can always be 
depended upon to forgive and to deliver. 
Such was Israel’s experience over and 
over again, and in all these things they 
become types for us, warning us of the 
folly of drifting into sin and encour- 
aging us by the assurance of pardon and 
blessing when we <onfess our failures 
and seek God’s face again. -He delights 
in mercy (Micah 7:18). While He can- 
not pass over the faults of His people, 
but chastens as a father his children, yet 


He is ever waiting to restore and-deliver . 


those who judge their sins and return 
to Him in truth and righteousness. 


A Lesson Outline 
FAILURE AND RESTORATION 


Entering into covenant with God (Josh. 
24) 

The covenant violated (Judges 2:11-13) 

Suffering under divine discipline (vs. 
14, 15) 

Deliverance upon repentance (vs. 16-18) 

Backsliding and recovery (The Book of 
Ruth) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Twelve Judges. The names of 
these are Othniel (Judges 4:13; 3:9, 10); 
Ehud, the left-handed (chap. 3:15); 
Shamgar of the ox-goad (v. 31); Debo- 
rah, the only woman judge (chap. 
4:4); Gideon, the Abi-ezrite (chap. 6: 
11-16); Tola (chap. 10:1, 2); Jair (v. 3); 
Jephthah the Gileadite (chap. 11:1-20); 
Ibzan (chap. 12:8); Elon (v. 11); Abdon 
(v. 13); and Samson (chap. 13:24, 25). 
All of these were divinely raised up. 
Abimelech, who became judge after the 
death of Gideon, was a tsurper who was 
not sent to-Israel by God (chap. 9). 
Some list Barak, who commanded the 
armies of Israel.in the days of Deborah, 
but it would seem that he was sub- 
servient to her, and simply a military 
leader, not also a judge. 

Lessons for the Church. In God’s 
dealings with Israel we may see exem- 
plified great principles that have valu- 
able lessons for us. As we go back over 
church history we can see how similar 
conditions have prevailed. Times of de- 
clension have been followed by seasons 
of revival; generally brought about by 
certain leaders whom God has raiséd 
up to call His people back to Himself. 
It has been their responsibility to em- 
phasize some line of truth-that had been 
ignored, to a great extent, for years. 
Luther reaffirmed the truth of justifi- 
cation by faith; the Wesleys, regenera- 
tion and the witness oi the Spirit; Moody 
and others, the preciousness of free 
grace; and so with others of God’s mes- 
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sengers. The great danger came in the 
next and following generations, when 
those who did not have to purchase the 
truth at the expense of suffering and 
persecution readily surrendered it and 
turned back to what their fathers had 
left for Christ’s sake. 


Applications and Summaries 

Truth won by hard experience is 
valued. Truth handed down by others 
is often lightly esteemed. 

' Evangelical Christians are responsible 
to God for the precious inheritance 
handed on to them by the fathers in 
the faith. If we fritter it away we shall 
have to suffer under God’s disciplinary 
hand. 

God works through those who are 
lowly enough to permit Him to have His 
way in their lives. Many of Israel’s 
judges were what the world might have 
despised, but as they yielded themselves 
to God He wrought mightily through 
them. 

Sin always brings its own punishment. 
When Israel turned away from the liv- 
ing ang true God and served the dumb 
idols of the heathen about them, they 
inevitably became powerless to stand 
against their enemies. 

CuHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


. Woo is the outstanding theme of the 


Book of Joshua? 
2. Of what does Judges treat? 
3. Why did Israel depart from the Lord 
fas soon as Joshua and his generation died? 
4. When and how did God intervene for 
Israel? 


5. Did the judges have the co-operation 
\of the majority of the people as they set 
out to work for the Lord? 


6. How many captivities of Israel are. 


(named in Judges? 


7. How may Christians in our nation 
bring the people back to God? 


8. What does the Book of Ruth deal with? 
(Answers on page 284) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By the late William H. Ridgway 


“The Joshua Kind.”—And the people 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua 
(Judges 2:7). Joshua was a man who so 
fully trusted God, that with Caleb, he 
scorned the report of the doubting spies, 
‘and with God’s help would go right into 
Canaan and take it at once. 

Men of that sort inspire other men. 
They shed forth an influence that can- 
not be defined or analyzed. Such a man 
is a blessing to the country, or the com- 
munity, in which he lives. He is a 
Christian man and, like Joshua, has an 
implicit faith and trust in God. 

George Washington was such a man. 
He inspired all who came in contact 
with him, and it was this quality that 
won the-war with Colonial militia 
against King George’s professional and 
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trained soldiers. 
troops.” 

George Washington has had many like 
him in American history. General Rob- 
ert E. Lee of the Southern Army was 
of that type, and he, when alive, was 
a great inspiration to the South, and his 
memory has been a blessing to both 
South and North to the present day. 
He looked what he was. 

One of the most remarkable men of 
the Joshua type was the late Dwight 
L. Moody. The grandfather of the pres- 
ent Editor of the Tres was of the same 
sort! You will’ know some such man 
locally. Indeed every man (woman), 
who has the Joshua trust in God, will 
be in his circle, a blessing and a help in 
Christian living. 

We had here in Coatesville in the last 
century such a man in the late Dr. 
Charles Huston. He was the head of 
what is now the Luken’s Steel Company. 
He was the father of Mr. Charles L. 
Huston. “Dr. Huston,” as he was af- 
fectionately called, was a Quaker. 

In some way he came in touch with 
Mr. Moody and spent his summers at 
Northfield. One summer Dr. Huston 
took me to Northfield, and I got in touch 
with Mr. Moody, Mr. Sankey, and Mr. 
Stebbins. 


Recruits vs. “shock 


The “Ups and Downs.”—And the chil- 
dren of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and served Baalim (v. 11). 
Some years ago one of the most inter- 
esting broadcasts was that of the late 
Tom Noonan of the Doyers Street Mid- 
night Mission in Chinatown, N. Y. In 
case you do not know, this mission was 
in darkest New York City. The build- 
ing was the old Chinese theater. All 
around are “dives,”*and in a tunnel near 
by was where the Chinese “tongs” had 
their fights and, killings. 

In one of my books, “The Christian 
Gentleman,” I tell of a visit the Editor 
of the Times, the late: Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, and I paid to the Doyers 
Street Mission, and our experience there. 
Tom Noonan as long as he lived did a 
wonderful work leading lost men and 
women from the depths of sin and. de- 
spair to salvation in Jesus Christ. 

I always think of Tom Noonan when 
I get into the story of the Children of 
Israel. On one of his broadcasts Tom 
said, “We have an application for help 
today from a little woman who has had 
her ups and downs in life.” Then Tom 
added after a pause, “She used to run 
an elevator.” 

The Hebrews, like Tom Noonan’s “lit- 
tle woman,” had their “ups and downs” 
in their history. The difference was 
that when the Hebrews went down they 
did not stop at the “first floor,” but 
struck bottom away down in the cellar! 
In fact, the Lord at last allowed them 
to become captives in Assyria and Baby- 
lon. 

‘The worship of Baal was indeed “strik- 
ing bottom” for the Children of Israel. 
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This worship was Elijah’s bete noire. 
He finished them off up on Mt. Carmel. 
Baal was the god of Jezebel and Ahab, 
it will be remembered. It was Jezebel 
who planned the murder of Naboth to 
get his vineyard. ‘You read about it in 
the 2ist chapter of First Kings. 

When man (or nation) lets go of 
God there is no telling to what depths 
he may descend. We are told the Devil 
is out all the time after his prey like 
a lion (1 Pet. 5:8). Jesus told Peter 
that Satan was after this disciple to 
sift him like wheat, “but I have prayed 
for thee.” Baal seems to have been 
Satan’s bait to catch the Hebrews. 

That boy who went to the electric 
chair the other day had no idea that 
such would be his miserable end when 
he stepped out of Sunday school and 
began to “run with the boys.” The Baal 
of pleasure could do nothing for him 
but to destroy him and break his 
mother’s heart. He took the bait, and 
the Devil caught and killed him. 


“In God We Trust.”—The Lord raised 
them up judges, then the Lord was with 
the judge (v.18). In this text the strik- 
ing promise is, “Then the Lord was with 
the judge.” Yes, even with poor blind 
Samson, the most spectacular of the 
judges. 
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The Hebrew nation was a sort of de- 
mocracy with God at the head of it. The 
judges were God’s prime ministers, as 
it were. Take them by and large they 
were good men. The ones we are best 
acquainted with are Gideon, Deborah, 
Samson, Eli, and Samuel. We learn 
from the Book of Ruth that life was 
comfortable. And it might be added in 
passing that the woman Deborah~* was 
one of the best of the judges. While 
the astonishing Samson had a sad break- 
down, yet God was with him in his 
finish. The manner of his death seemed 
to balance his failures (Judges 16: 28-31). 

This writer likes to compare the 
United States with the Hebrew common- 
«~wealth. God has always been the Head 
of our nation. Many of our Presidents 
have been men who trusted in God. God 
was with the judges, and He has been 
with the Presidents. 

Here in America, God is so much the 
Head of our nation, that we stamp the 
fact on our money. Even the little red 
cent, which bears the head of one of 
our great God-trusting Presidents. Over 
that head, like a crown, you will read 
in capital letters, IN GOD WE TRUST. 

The “hard money” is our real money. 
Our “folding money,” as the colored man 
calls our greenbacks, is just a promise 
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Prophetic Book Special 


3 50c Books —with this adv. #7 
(1) ‘‘Biblical Prophecy’’ 


New topical arrangement of Bible proph- 
ecies by Dr. Keith L. Brooks. 


(2) **‘Timely Prophetic 
Considerations”’ 


Vital studies by Drs. Farr, Kellogr 
Brooks. 


(3) ‘*Prophecies of the Epistles’’ 


Timely expositions by Dr. Brooks. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 


Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


























HELPFUL BOOKS 
by STANDARD 


Standard’s Helpful Books live up to their name— 
they’re really helpful! Designed to meet modern 
problems, directly, effectively. You'll want all 
these books! 


THE ALCOHOL 


ells} ite}. 


by Norman C. Brown 
A textbook for young 
people and adults in all 
groups. Twelve chap- 
ters; scholarly, practical, 
'4 inspiring. Valuable for 
general reading, for li- 
braries. Cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 75c. 





VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL HANDBOOK 

by Wm. Verner Nelson 
Maaual of organization and methods; 20 chap- 
ters arranged to make book usable as workers’ 
training course if desired. A must for church- 
school libraries. Vacation schools are vital 
projects in these wartimes. Let this Handbook 
help you. Paper, 128 pages, 60c. 


SPECIAL DAYS IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL 
by Louise Miller Novotny 
Complete plans and materials for 58 special 
days in church and Sunday school. Organized 
seasonally; programs, drama, playlets, talks, 
readings, recitations, etc. 282 pages, $2.00. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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to pay. The one dollar bill says it stands 
for the silver the Government holds. 

If we Americans knew our national 
anthem,. “The Star Spangled Banner,” 
and could sing it through as easily as we 
stand up when the band plays it, we 
would be singing that last line in it which 
says, “In God is our trust.” England 
says, “God Save the King.” 

Yes, indeed, we, as a nation, have 
much to be thankful for in the fact 
that many of our “judges” have been 
men of which we can say, “God was 
with the judges.” 

In the United States we do not hold 
our elections on the Lord’s Day. 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon —_— 
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the Times for 10 cents. $1 rf paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the pee one. 
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Scared, but Going On.—Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither 
be thou. dismayed (Josh. 1:9a, Golden 
Text). One Sunday night, just as I was 
closing my message (at Morning Cheer 
Service Center) a captain asked, “Dr. 
Rimmer, may I say a word right here?” 
I said, “Certainly, Captain, say anything 
you desire.” He turned to face the 
crowd of soldiers and said something 
like this: “Many of you men will be 
under fire on a field of battle soon, and 
you are wondering how you will be- 
have. Well, the first time any man is 
under fire he is always scared, and don’t 
let anybody tell you differently. But 
the term a ‘good soldier’ doesn’t mean 
one who is never afraid, it. is one who 
is scaréd and:goes on with his duty any- 
how! For instance, some of you men 
right now may feel that you would like 
to accept Jesus Christ and be born again, 
but you don’t quite have the nerve to 
stand up and do it. I know how you 
feel; I felt the same way the night I 
was saved. But if you can make your- 
self do it, you are and will be, a good 
soldier. The man who ‘can muster 
enough manhood to confess Christ be- 
fore his own friends will have plenty 
of courage on the battlefield. A Chris- 
tian is always a good soldier.” When I 
then extended the invitation to confess 
Christ, every boy in that audience who 
was not already a Christian came for- 
ward to receive the Lord Jesus. God 
will surely remember this to the credit 
of that captain—From “Miracles at 
Morning Cheer,” .by Dr. Harry Rimmer. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


“Jesus. Is With Us.”—The Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest (Josh. 1:9b, Golden Text). One 
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of our missionaries in India relates: 
“It was night when we (I on my motor- , 
cycle and a native catechist in the side- 
car) entered the forest road leading into 
the jungle. A ranger had warned me 
of the presence of a herd of wild elé- 


-phants, which, he said, were in the 


thicket near the road ahead pulling 
down trees. I also had reason to fear 
other wild animals. But I.could..not 
stop. A- storm came up. Soon the light- 
ning flashed’ cruelly, and the thunder 
rolled’ incessantly. I did not. dare to 
stop to light my carbide lamp for fear 
of being charged by some lurking beast, 
but kept right on into the jungle, seeing 
the road only by the ever-repeated 
streaks of lightning. Suddenly there 
came out of the darkness to my right 
the piercing, terrifying trumpeting of 
an elephant. Had the beast seen us? 
Was he going to charge? My hair. stood 
on end. With the throttle opened wide, 
I raced on through the wild night. AH 
at once the catechist reached out his 
hand, laid it on my arm, and said, ‘Jesus 
is with us.. How comforting that word 
was in that moment! Yes, Jesus .was 
indeed with us and brought us. safely 
through the terrors of that ride.”—Sent 
by W..M. Czamanske, Sheboygan, Wis. 
Prize illustration. 


Worthless Religion—And followed .. . 
the gods of the people that were round 
about (Judges 2:12). A gentleman was 
traveling from Cambridge to York. Ere 
he started he furnished himself with a 
pocketful of tracts, and later began to 
hand them around. One of the passen- 
gers refused, and taking a race card out 
of his pocket, held it up, saying, “You see 
this; that’s my religion.” “It is, my 
friend?” “Yes,” he replied. “I suppose 
you have a good many of those cards?” 
“Oh, yes, I have them pinned all over. 
my mantelpiece.” “Well, go on then 
and cdllect as many more as you can; 
pin® them all around your room; and 
when the doctor tells you that you have 
only ten’ minutes to live, take them all 
down, count them over, and see what 
your religion is worth.” They sat quiet, 
the one in silént prayer and the other 
in anxious thought. When the gentle- 
man opened the door to alight, the man 
said, “I say, you can give me one of 
those papers if you will.” The tract 
was immediately given; but the result 
is known only to Him who will not. let 
His Word return void.—From the Brit- 
ish Evangelist. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


“Pretty Thin Stuff.”—And it. came to 
pass, when the judge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted themselves 
more than their fathers, in following 
other gods to serve them (Judges 2: 
19). Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes quoted 
Thomas Carlyle, who was 10,000 miles 
removed from atheism, but who had 
gotten away from “the faith of the 
fathers.” Carlyle made the confession, 
“T am living on the aftershine of my 
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father’s religion.” “Well and good,” said 
the bishop, “but when the next genera- 
tion comes along and tries to live on 
the aftershine of the aftershine it makes 
jt pretty thin stuff.’.—From the United 
Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Murray, Nebr. . 


‘Wheelbarrow Consciences, — They 
ceased not from their own doings, nor 
from their stubborn way (Judges 2:19). 
Some wise man said once: “Most peo- 
ple follow their conscience as a man 
follows a wheelbarrow, pushing it be- 
fore him the way he wants it to go.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


The Hand of, the Master Workmen.— 
And the Lord looked upon him (Judges 
6:14). The late Gutzon Borglum, distin- 
guished sculptor who .carved on the 
mountainside in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota one of the most stupendous me- 
morials on earth, also did a head of Lin- 


- coln in the capitol at Washington. He cut 


it from a block of marble which had long 
been in the studio. Into this studio every 
morning came an old Negro woman to 
dust. She had become accustomed to 
that block of marble standing there, 
but for days she had not noticed it. One 


' morning she came in and saw to her 


astonishment that the unmistakable 
lineaments of Lincoln were appearing in 
the stone. She ran to the sculptor’s sec- 
retary, and said, “Am dat Abraham Lin- 
coln?” “Yes, it is,” said the secretary. 
“Well,” said the old woman, “how in de 
worl’ did M Borglum know dat 
Abraham Lincoln was in dat block ob 
stone?”—From the Presbyterian. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, ‘Nebr. 


His Greater Fear.—And the Lord said 
unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and 
thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 
man (Judges 6:16). A paratrooper came 
up and said, “Chaplain, I do have fear 
of meeting our enemy, which is natural, 
I’m sure, but I have a greater fear of 
meeting my God if something should hap- 
pen to’ me in the conflict ahead.” I 
turned to such verses in the Bible as 
John 3:16: “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that -whosoever believeth-in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” After going through several Scrip- 
tures, and after kneeling in prayer be- 
side the cactus plants which were all 
about, the soldier said, “It’s different 
now,” and went on his way. I met this 
young man again after the invasion had 
taken place, and these were his words, 
“Chaplain, I know my God, and all fear 
has gone away.”—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
-day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers. of 
‘lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we turn to Thy Book for the 
encouragement that Thou dost give to 
Thy servants all along the way, even 
when they are not wholly faithful to 
Thee. Thou knowest our frame, and re- 
memberest that we are dust, but we 
would be submissive, and gladly so, to 
Thy guiding and protecting hand. Keep 
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and Other Messages 
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this world. 
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us very humble before Thee, we pray 
Thee, and may we have a due sense of 
our need of Thee in these days of world 
crises. May we turn with profound 
thankfulness to Thy wisdom and power 
when we so greatly need clearness of 
aim and strength of support in all the 
issues of life. May we meet these varied 
issues today with confidence, and may 
we always honor Thy name. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In all our study of 





Summer Courses 


| WHEATON 
@¢ COLLEGE 


A full scholastic program—plus special subjects— provides 
utmost training in shortest time. Prospective inductees and 
G. I. veterans attracted by ideal college setting, strong 
faculty, cordial Christian fellowship. 
NOTE: All courses accelerated for earning of degrees in 3 

calendar years. Co-educational. 

Inter-Session with Christian Workers Institute June 12-22. 

Two 4-week Summer terms start June 23 and July 21. 


Write today for Summer School Bulletin 





DIRECTOR OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL 
Box TS-45 


Wheaton, Illinois 


2 





COMPASSION FOR SUFFERING ISRAEL 


[: THE extremity of their dire need, after terrible 


sufferings under Nazi persecution, many Jewish Chris- 
tian refugees have turned to us for help. To some we 





have given food and shelter in our refugee homes in Great 
Britain. For some we have provided passage money to 
emigrate to safety. To others, as in Palestine, we have 
provided relief to the newcomers until they were self- 
sustaining. To all we have witnessed concerning a living 
loving Saviour who is sufficient for the sorrowing and 
suffering. 


Here are a few testimonies from our files:. “Your kind 
letter is a grocting Srom the living Lord. How fiad I am 
for your help! e $50.00 per month will enable ‘me to 
carry on my refugee work here.” Another missionary 
wrote: “Ii seems as if I, like St. Peter, were welking on 
the waves of the sea of ane that surrounds me.” 
Another refugee wrote: “Your letter and help gave me 
joy. I feng to express my gratitude from the bottom of 
my heart that there is still existing even in these days 
such genuine Christian love.” 


The Rey. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


As through the years of the Nazi era we have ministered to the persecuted 
and afflicted in Israel with Christian compassion, so we plan to redouble our efforts 
in the midst of unparalleled need and opportunity in the postwar period. In 


\ the meantime we urgently need funds to carry on our work of mercy. At this 


season, and in the name of Him who rose again, we beg of you to consider, the 
starving, homeless, suffering brethren of our Lord. If the plight of afflicted Israel 
appeals to your sympathy, please send a gift soon. 


_Note: Free booklet, “The Present Day Attempt to Destroy the Jews,” or, “The 
British White Paper and Palestine,“ gladly sent on request. 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Dept. ST-45 4919 N. Albany Avenue Chicago 25, Illinois 


Canada: 91 Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Ontario ! 
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the Old Testament where we find a 
record of God’s dealings with His an- 
cient people, let us be glad that we can 
in this way see His hand so plainly at 
work. One of our religious and educa- 
tional leaders of the past century, Dr. 
Robert Ellis Thompson, wrote a book 
which he called “The Hand of God in 
American History,” and if he were liv- 
ing today he might easily go on and tell 
more about the hand of God in other 
nations where He is also honored. And 
what remarkable incidents are found in 
the history of the ancient people of Is- 
rael to show how they were guided by 
God’s care, even when they were not 
showing themselves worthy of it! 
Nations who want supremely to be. on 
God’s side must faithfully do His will. 
From a lesson such as we Have today, 





NATIONS 


Forcerrine (OD 


from the life of this ancient people, we 
are reminded of what it means to forget 
God, and also what it would mean for 
a nation to put God first in its life, and 
in overcoming its enemies. Last week a 
certain Bible text was quoted in this 
department, and it ought to be learned 
by heart, and quoted often. “Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people” (Prov. 14:34). 
Are you willing to do your part in mak- 
ing your nation faithful to our Heavenly 
Father? You may think that you can- 
not do very much through your own 
efforts in this direction, but you can 
certainly plan to work on God’s side 
wherever you have even a small influ- 
ence upon the life around you. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPFIA. 


EWARDED - 
EBUKED 











This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 280) 


1. The importance of possessing and en- 
tering into the inheritance God has given. 


2. Of the failures of Israel and the judg- 
ments that followed. 


3. That generation must have failed in its 
duty of teaching line upon line and precept 
upon precept, as verse 10 tells us the new 
generation “knew not the Lord, nor yet 
the works which he had done for Israel.” 

4. When the people repented and cried. to 
Him, He raised up deliverers. 

5. While there were always some whose 
heart the Lord touched, yet the majority 
of the people remained indifferent toward 
the things of God. 

6. Seven captivities as the result of seven 
apostasies. 

7. Through the power of the Holy Spirit 
expressed in prayer, consecrate@ and un- 
compromising preaching of the Gospel, per- 
sonal testimony, and definite, Bible-cen- 
tered instruction. 

8. Backsliding and restoration, through re- 
demption. 





























Lesson for April 29 


For Primary Teachers 
"By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Ruth, a Loving Daughter 
(Ruth 2:2, 3, 8, 17, 18). 


1. Who was Ruth? 
2. What work did she do? 
3. What did the owner of the field say to 
her? 
4. What did she do with the grain she 
gleaned? 
5. What happened to Ruth later? 
HE story of Ruth is one of which 
children never tire. We know noth- 
ing of her life up to the time when we 
meet her in Moab, living with her hus- 
band’s mother, Naomi, and her sister-in- 
law, Orpah. 

Naomi had a sad story. She and her 
husband and two sons had moved from 
Bethlehem to Moab. Something was 
wrong with the family, for God had 
told Israelites to stay in their own coun- 
try; and each family had its own land. 
But ‘because, of famine in the land, 
Naomi’s husBand left his inheritance. 
And trouble followed them, as it always 
follows those who get out of the place 
where God wants them to be. 

First, the boys both married girls of 
Moab, girls who worshiped idols. This 
was to be expected when they moved 
down to Moab to rear the boys; but 
God had commanded the Israelites not 
to marry idolaters. ’ 

Then all three men died, the father 
and two sons. 

Then Naomi began to long for Beth- 
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lehem, and decided to go back home. 
Both girls wanted to go with her. I 
wonder why she tried so hard to per- 
suade them to stay in Moab. Orpah 
wept, but finally stayed with her family 
and idols in Moab. 

Ruth would not be discouraged,, but 
left her home and family and idols, and 
traveled to Bethlehem with Naomi. And 
there she went out and gathered grain 
in the fields to earn a living for Naomi 
and herself. 

Naomi had an inheritance there, but 
it had to be redeemed by some near rela- 
tive, some member of her husband’s 
family, and Boaz, a man of wealth was 
this near kinsman, so he redeemed the 
land and bought Ruth for his wife, which 
was the way they did then. But Boaz 
loved her, and that was why he bought 
her. 

Boaz is a beautiful type of Christ. 
Because Christ loved us, He bought us 
with His own precious blood. One day 
when He calls all believers to meet 
Him in« the air, we shall go to live for- 
ever with Him. One of the beautiful 
names given to the Church is “the Bride 
of Christ.” Just as Ruth was the bride 
of Boaz, the Church will be the Bride 
of Christ. 

Ruth became the great-grandmother 
of David, the great king of Israel. So 
this girl who was born a heathen Moab- 
itess became one of the ancestors of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

How wonderful that out. of ,every 
nation and tribe there will be some who 
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believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, some 
whom God has called out for His name. 
We should be more earnest than ever 
in telling the Gospel story. We may 
be able to tell it to some who have 
never heard it. 

In a marvelous way God has allowed 
this nation to be stirred up, and the peo- 
ple sent to new places, and at our very 
doors are people, especially children, to 
whom we can give the Gospel. Hgw can 
we fail when they are sometimes liter- 
ally thrust into our homes? God help 
us all to be faithful in this great day of 
opportunity. 

Mopesto, CauiF. 

b 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one does not have to be 

a philosopher, a politician, a great 
statesman, or a prophet to see why 
nations suffer from wars and other dread 
disasters, why nations with every pros- 
pect for advancement and prosperity 
suddenly get on the toboggan and go 
headlong toward destruction. A high 
school boy can see it clearly if he wants 
to. Just turn to the Book of Judges. 
The few verses of today’s lesson text, 
found in the second chapter, tell the 
whole story. Israel forgot God. Maybe 
they didn’t forget; they just ignored 
Him. No nation, no individual can do 
that and live, except in misery. They 
went back on their covenant with God; 











ETHIOPIA 
NIGERIA 


Calling 


shall be able to teach others also.” 


50 Teachers for Ethiopia 
50 Teachers for Nigeria 


for General Mission Work 


366 Bay Street, Toronto 1, Ontario. 





Sudan Interior Mission 


ANGLO EGYPTIAN SUDAN 
FRENCH WEST AFRICA 


Mr. Beacham writes from Addis Ababa—“We could use fifty nurses 
here now.” 


PRESENT NEED 


5 Teachers for Anglo Egytian Sudan 
5 Teachers for French West Africa 
Doctors, Nurses, and Men and Women 


Literature and further information freely given on application 
to the Secretary, 164 W. 74th Street, New York 23, or 




















To Service Men and Women 
P. de L. Testaments 
Mean Finding Christ! 


Since Pearl Harbor, at more then 
1000 meetings in military camps 
all over the country, 17,288 have 


: professed acceptance of 
Greater still is the need in all of our fields for Spirit-filled Bible- | 
taught teachers, men and women who can teach others, even 
as Timothy was exhorted by Paul, “The things which thou 
hast heard ... the same commit unto faithful men, wao 


ese meetings, 
140,000 Testaments and Gospels 
were given out. In 
persona 
Testaments and Gospels were sent 
from Headqu 
Testaments are given out only to 
those who promise to carry and 


read them daily. 


In these tragic days where can money be better 
spent to win souls to Christ? 


Send remittances and communications only to: 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 
National Headquarters 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 


Christ. 
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dition to this 
distribution 275,084 
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NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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A in Christian Songs 


Heard on Gospel Broadcasts 
S Youth for Christ Rallies 
Singspirations 


Easy to , hard.to forget you have these 
sool-thri songs— and A Ba yoor 
own plsee, fa hare aun de tou Opler ene 
or more of these aS collections. 

INSPIRING GOSPEL SOLOS AND DUETS ___ s0c 
NEW SACRED SOLOS AND DUETS___ 


FAVORITE RADIO SONGS AND POEMS__-__ 500 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP CHORUSES_________ 








SACRED TRIOS saaipll 
LILLENAS’ SONGS FOR MEN... 75¢e 
(Entire set only $3.00, postpaid) 

Let us locate YOUR favorite sacred songs. 
Write for Free music catalog. 
LILLENAS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2923-P Treest Ave. Kansas City 10, Me. 





Your New Improved 





People’s 
Bible Study 
Quarterly 


A fresh, original study for each Sun- 
day in the quarter—topical, devotional, 
biographical, synthetic, missionary. Also 
planning ideas and suggestions how to 
make your meetings interesting. 

Send 15¢ for current issue 

ONLY 10c¢ for complete on be of 
sound Sunday School papers a uar- 
terlies. FREE: Catalog of Sunday School 
and Church supplies. 


Christian Publications, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa: 











Ronews youn Spuutual 
Wol-Bang at 


WINONA LAKE 


Christian activities all during the summer ...in a 
glorious setting of natural beauty. In this war-w 
» you need to take time out to renew body and 


® Bible Conference, 
4 weeks, July 29 to August 26 
® Conference on Prophecy and the 

. July 22 to 4 


August 1 to 15 
© Camp Meeting, August 26 to September 2 
© Youth for Christ, July 22 to 28 
Many other activities. Moderate hotel rates. Make 
reservations early. Address Dept. SS 4-45. 
ARTHUR W. McKEE, Executive Manager 





@ Rodeheaver Music 


WINONA LAKE CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY, Inc. 
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they forgot His promises; they turned a 
deaf ear to His clear warnings. The 
godless and God-defying nations of Eu- 
rope and Asia are today plunged into 
the .maelstrom of the most cruel and 
devastating war ever known. It is Is- 
rael’s experience in the days of the 
judges and later, but upon a vastly mag- 
nified scale. Falling away from God’s 
clear teachings and warnings is. fatal 
to nations as well as to individuals. 

And this great country of ours, the 
United States of America, is getting a 
taste of it; more than that, we are get- 
ting a pretty heavy and bitter draught 
of it. As of February 1,,1945, World War 
No. 2 has cost us the lives of more than 
150,000 men, with casualties of over 700,- 
000, including 200,000 “missing,” which 
means dead or in enemy prison camps. 
Thousands of our homes are crushed by 
sorrow. Why should it be? We thought we 
were safe between the two great oceans; 
our peace and prosperity were assured. 
We had three-fourths of the world’s gold 
stored in our vault at Fort Kn6x; we 
had great cities and great industries; we 
had vast areas of crops which made us 
the granary of the world; we were the 
greatest nation on earth, and by every 
possible sign appointed of God to hold 
up the light of the Gospel to the world 
—not only hold it up, but to carry it to 
the nations. 

But what have we done? We have 
turned the holy Lord’s Day into a day 
of sport and all manner of dissipations 
(“Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel 
by profaning the sabbath,” Neh. 13:18). 
For revenue we openly license the sale 
of alcoholic liquors, debauching the man- 
hood and womanhood of America. We 
have become the leading nation of the 
world in crime, costing us billions . of 
dollars—many times- more than we 
spend for the support of the Christian 
religion, or for the education of our 


‘young people. We have hundreds of 


educational institutions, including the 
leading universities, where atheism and 
infidelity parade with brazen scorn for 
the Bible, the Word of God; and if we 


. could mame one universa] consuming 


passion of our country, extending itself 
into every phase of our civic life, to 
men, women, and youth—and even to 
the ministry !— it is the hectic craze for 
the cigarette! What a spectacle! Amer- 
ica frantic over a shortage of cigarettes ! 

At this writing it appéars almost cer- 
tain that we will win this World War 
No. 2, that the military victory over 
the Axis will be complete. But what 
matters it, if we are to be beaten at last 
by the inside foe of national rottenness 
and godlessness? 

Would to God, fellows, our wonderful 
land might, before it is too late, wake 
up to its God-appointed task of leader- 
ship; that she might get upon her’ knees 
in penitence and ‘confession and-ask God 
to cleanse her for the high privilege of 
being His instrument to give the world 
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the only remedy for its present plight 
— the Gospel of Jesus Christ; that she 
might respond to this challenge, spoken 
by-one of the Lord’s great servants, Wil- 
liam E. Doughty, more than thirty years 
ago: 

O -America, America, stretching between 
the two great seas; in whose heart flows 
the rich blood of many nations, into whose 
mountain safes God has put riches of fabu- 
lous amount, in whose plains the Almighty 
has planted the magic genius that blossoms 
into smarvests with which to feed the hun- 
gry multitudes of earth, nursed by Puritan 
and Pilgrim, defended by patriot and mis- 
sionary, guided by the pillar of cloud by 
day and of fire by night, sanctified by a 
faith as pure as looks up to heaven from 
any land. O America, let thy Master make 
thee a savior of the nations; let thy God 
flood thee with a resistless passion for con- 
quest; let thy Father lead thee over moun- 


tains and seas, through fire and flood, 


through sickness and pain, out — out —to 
that great hour when all men shall hear 
the call of Christ, and the last lonely soul 
shall see the uplifted cross, and the whole 
round world be bound back to the heart 
of God! 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. & 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for April 29 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Factnc DANGERS, ‘SPIRITUAL AND Mora. 


HE Book of Judges presents this con- 
trast: ’ 
Man + God = Triumph and gladness 
Man — God = Defeat and sorrow 
The greatest mistake anyone can make 
is to think that he or she can get along 
without God. 

Judges presents several questions: 
Why did God permit so much sin? Why 
did God give divine directions for vic- 
tory in battle? What were some of the 
sins of Israel, and what are their coun- 
terparts today? 

God wanted to “prove Israel... to 
know whether they would hearken unto 
the commandments of the Lord, which 
he commanded their fathers by the hand 
of..Moses” (Judges 3:4). How did this 
proof turn out? Israel failed; every 
commandment in the Decalogue was 
broken during their period of adjust- 
ment in the Promised Land. Do you see 
why God sanctioned war? How could 
He have permitted nations to remain 
unpunished and free to corrupt the only 
people who knew Him and could make 
Him known? Israel had not lived long 
among her heathen neighbors before she 
began to indulge in some of their un- 
righteousness. List some of the specific 
sins of Israel: (Judges 2:6-19.) 


Neglect of family worship 
Worship of false gods 

Mixed ntarriages with the ungodly 
Doing as they pleased 
Stubbornness and rebellion 


Have you noticed how many times 
“evil” is mentioned in Judges? To what 
did this evil lead? People doubted God 
and began to think He was not treating 
them as well as He had treated their 
fathers in the wilderness (Judges 6:13). 
Is a person ever justified in thinking 
that God has forgotten him? He tells 
us that He is “the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever,” and that sameness 
is always perfect. We fail. God cannot 
fail (2 Tim. 2:13). Apply this fact to 
your next spiritual test! 

How does our world compare with the 
days of the judges? (Judges 21:25; John 
12:42, 43; Phil. 2:21.) Do you, teachers, 
find young people more restless than 
ever before? To fine, consecrated boys 
and girls Christ is and always has been 
sufficient, but what a great need for 
more such dedicated youth! In a num- 
ber of interviews with teachers many of 
them volunteered the conclusion that 
their classes have never been so difficult 
to manage and lead toward worth-while 
interests as they are now. 

What is the greatest danger to present- 
day young people? Is it drink, the dance, 
automobiles, godless parents, or the gen- 
eral and often-popular turning away 
from God and His Word? This ques- 
tion would provide lively discussion for 
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@ teachers’ meeting. Who is to blame 
for current unrest? How can it be 
solved? 

A wide-awake Christian girl whom we 
know just changed from her public high 
school to a church school where Christ 
is honored. Because she was a good 
student, she was often taken from classes 
to do extra things for. the school, such as 
decorating the dance hall. When she 
rebelled at this last task, she was held 
up as an object of ridicule by pupils and 
teachers alike. In exact contrast was 
another girl who had a similar church 
background who was rebuked when she 








and several classmates “cut a class” to oe eee indiana S 
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Joy in Helping Others 
Through. 
OUR GUARANTEED 
GIFT ANNUITIES 


Your money works for YOU during your lifetime, and for OTHERS after 
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of this great organization. * 
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AY ' That are 
II Different 
“| Sing of Thee”’ 
Jesus exalted inwords and music. Ye 
usual harmonies! Sing them and Re- 
joice! Postpaid, per copy, 50c, 2 for $1. 
TRUE LIFE LIBRARY 
HOLLAND, mic’ ae BOX 7045 
or your local Book Store 


MAKE cuRIST x NOWN 


Knowledge of His saving grace brought to thou- 
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Bible - Believing (Fundamental) Soul- Winning 
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take a trip to town. “It was. fun to 
do as we pleased for once, and I would 
do it again,” she insisted. What is fun? 
Is the “fun” of your girls hurting the:n- 
selves or anyone else? 


When the Lord called Gideon from his 
own work into fighting service, the first 
thing Gideon did for his people was to 
remove their spiritual obstruction, the 
altar of Baal. However, he did not leave 
an empty spot in its place. He set up 
an altar to the Lord. If we would guide 
youth from that which is “fun in their 
own eyes” we must set up something 
else to satisfy their normal desires, und 
at the same time point them toward 
Christ. 

ALpauan, CALir. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Judges Ruled the Land 
(Judges 6:25-32) 

OW many of you study history in 
school? About how many hundred 
years does the history of America go 
back? (Have the children give the 
date of Columbus’s voyage, and sub- 
* tract.) Nearly 500 years. But our his- 
tory does not really begin until a num- 
ber of our people came here to stay. 
Who were among the first? Pilgrims 
on the Mayflower in 1620. How many 
hu.dred years have our people been 
here? Over 300 years. They fought 
with the French and Indians, and moved 
westward. How many changes there 
have been, from little log cabins with 
fireplaces to many-storied heated apart- 
ment houses, from king to president! 

When the Lord Jesus was a boy» He 
learned the history of His people. Who 
was the Jewish Columbus~ who first 
came to their land—on camels, not 
ships? Abraham. That was nearly 2,000 
years before the Lord Jesus’ time. Much 
later pioneers came to enter the coun- 
try to stay,—not by ship like the Pil- 
grims, but on foot with Moses from 
Egypt, — about 1,500 years before the 
Lord Jesus lived. About how many 
times longer a period had His people 
been making history in their land than 
we have in ours? About five times. 
What a ‘lot of history He must have 
had to study! Wouldn’t you like to 
see His History Books? If you find the 
first chapter of Joshua and the iast 
chapter of Esther, all the pages between 
are His history translated into our lan- 
guage. We shall have some lessons out 
of His Books of History. 

Add the names of the Books of His- 
tory to the chart. Make a cover and 
three leaflets. Joshua tells how the peo- 
ple crossed the Jordan River into their 
land and drove out their enemies. Do 
you remember how Jericho was cap- 
tured? (As the Junior Memory Verse 
is the same as two weeks ago, tcday’s 
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Golden Text may be taught and writ- 
ten on the back of the Joshua leaflet.) 
After the people got into the land, they 
did not always serve the Lord, but wor- 
shiped idols such as Baal. Then God let 
their enemies get the better of them 
until they would ask the Lord’s help. 
The persons whom the Lord had help 
them in their troubles were called 
judges. Do you know Deborah and 
Barak, Gideon, and Samson? Ruth is 
the story of a foreign girl’s love for her 
adopted mother, Naomi, and her mar- 
riage to a rich Jew, Boaz. 

Our history lessén today is about one 
of the judges. Do you know the story 
of Gideon and his three hundred men? 
Before the Lord sent him to do great 
deeds against an enemy, He made him 
clean up things at home and start the 
worship of God there. Just what God 
told him to do is found in Judges 6: 
25, 26. Would his father be angry? What 
would other people say or do? These 
things worried Gideon. Verse’ 27 tells 
whether he dared do it’ or not. What 


the people did about it is told in verses © 


28 to 30. But Gideon’s father helped 
him out this much: he told the people 
to wait and see if Baal did anything 
about this insult to his altar (v. 31). 
Gideon got a new nickname that day 
(v. 32). 

Isn’t there some cleaning up for God 
you can do in your area? What about 
the language you and your “gang” use? 
If your tongue is careless, you’d better 
get out the oxen and yank away those 
bad words, and put good words in the 
proper places. Draw on the blackboard 
two altars with smoke rising.’ Let pupils 
write “Baal” on one and “God” on the 
other. Show Gideon’s choice by erasing 
the opposite. Proceed similarly with 
two altars representing language. 

BucKsPorRT, MAINE. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 29 


3. Turning Good Intentions Into Deeds 
(Jas. 1:22-27) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


N OLD adage, used by Samuel John- 
son and repeated many times since, 
reads, “Hell is paved with good inten- 
tions.” It poifts to the futility of in- 
tending to do good and never doing it. 
It reminds us that many who, during 
their lifetime, may have intended to be 
saved, nevertheless will be lost because 
they have never moved from the realm 
of intention into that of action. 
ve 
Last week we consid¢red the harmful- 
ness of indecision, and we saw some of 
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Lesson for April 29 





the steps that were necessary to mak- 
ing up our own minds, particularly in 
Christian things. This week, our prayer 
meeting is to emphasize that which 
comes after having made a decision. It 
is not enough to make up our minds to 
do God’s will, and to ascertain from His 
Word and from the guidance of His Holy 
Spirit what that will is. We must also 
step out in faith and do the thing God 
has shown us. 
bd 


Our Scripture portion from James 1 
emphasizes this truth by telling us that 
we are to be doers of the Word, and 
not hearers only. The hearing is not 
minimized or discredited, but we are not 
to stop there. We may be able to re- 
cite from God’s Word, with letter per- 
fection, all the admonitions found there 
for Christian growth and experience. We 
may know all the rules for effective 
prayer, and the importance of worship 
and Christlike conduct. But if we fail 
to pray or to attend church, or if we 
do not put into practice Christian con- 
duct one toward another, our knowl- 
edge profits us nothing. James likens 
those who hear, or read, God’s Word 
and do nothing about it to those who 
look into a mirror and see their imper- 
fections, and yet take no steps to correct 
them. 


Elsewhere, James tells us that “faith 
without works is:dead” (Jas. 2:20). In 
other words, if we say we believe God’s 
Word, and yet fail to carry out, in our 
everyday lives, its precepts and admoni- 
tions, we are demonstrating that our 
faith is worthless, or dead. 


The Christian has often been likened 
to. a man rowing a boat up a stream. 
One oar may be labeled, “Faith,” and the 
other, “Works.” As long as the man 
pulls equally dh both oars, he will make 
progress against the current. If he pulls 
on one oar only, he will go round and 
round, and get nowhere. 


4 

Lack of progress in the Christian life, 
on the part of those who have been 
brought to a definite decision to accept 
Christ as Saviour, often may be traced 
to a failure to step out upon the deci- 
sion that has been made. For instance, 
when you accepted Christ as your Sav- 
iour, did you agree to let Him rule and 
control in your life? Have you done so, 
or have you kept your hand upon the 
controls? You told the Lord Jesus, 
when you accepted Him as your Sav- 
iour, that you would endeavor to serve 
Him. Have you done so? Or did you 
make excuses when the very first op- 
portunity for service presented itself? 

Oh, it is true, that probably that 
service which presented itself was not 
one you had in mind. It may have been 
a very insignificant place of service. It 
may have been something that was not 
exactly to your taste or liking, or it 
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may have been something for which you 
felt you were not sufficiently equipped, 
and you let it pass by. Perhaps 
you have wondered since why it is that: 
the Lord has not directed you into some 
more important or more pleasant serv- 
ice, when all the time your refusal to 
do what He planned for ypu has made 
it impossible for Him to open up for 
you further fields of service. 
m ve 
Perhaps some of you have longed to 


enter the mission’field and follow in the | 


footsteps of such missionary heroes and 
heroines as William Carey or James Chale 
mers of New Guinea, or Mary Slessor, 
and others. Such good intentions are 
praiseworthy, and commendable. But 
have you translated them into deeds by 
kind and considerate Christian living 
in your home or school, or in the office 
or shop where you are every day? Have 
you sought to win, by word and deed 
and example, those with whom you are 
coming in contact. every day? If God 
cannot use you in the small and every- 
day opportunities that come to you, how 
can you expect Him to thrust you out 


into difficult places, where consistent | 


Christian living will be infinitely more 
difficult than it is where you are now. 
4 
We need something more than good 
,intentions, if the Lord Jesus is to 
find His way into other hearts and lives 
because of us. We need the enabling 
and energizing of our Heavenly Father, 
“for it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil. 2:13). We need, first of all, to 
trust in Him,—#in His ability and in His 
willingness to work in our behalf,— 
then to couple with this an obedience 
which begins with the simplest precepts 
of His Word, and moves right on into 
the doing of those larger tasks that He 
sets before us. Do you remember the 
words of the old hymn that should be 
especially helpful to us in this particu- 
lar prayer meeting: 
Trust and obey, . 
For there’s no other way 


To be happy in Jesus, 
But to trust and obey. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Financing the Evangelist 
(Continued from page 276) 


has very great value. It is well to pro- 
mote the sale of helpful literature in 
the meetings. It should not be made the 
major item in the service. Too much 
time should not be spent on announcing 
books. They should be kept strictly as 
a side line, and only a little time devoted 
to announcing them. 

The church should make some ar- 
rangement with the speaker so that there 
is a definite understanding. If the 
speaker brings his own books with him, 
it is customary for someone in the 
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BROOKWOODS 


Camp for boys 9-14 inclusive. Located on 


autifu. e innepesaukee in the foot- 

i of White aon ge a. anced pre- 
gram. Ow ng, ting, ri ,cralts, 
credy, Dlures. © weeks concen. Beckles: 


DR. H. LINDSELL 
3040 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago 12, Il. 
or Box 111, W. Somerville 44, Mass. 
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Teach the 8S. 8. Lesson by the 
FLANNEL ART METHOD 
@ 22 sheets of cut-outs alread: 
beautifully colored and flannel- 
ized; also teacher’s manual. 
Only $1.50 Per Quarter. (mail- 
10c extra). Boards 75c and 
$1.25 (mailing 15c extra). 
THE HIGLEY PRESS 
Butler, Ind, 














Anyone May Use Tracts 


Become an active witness 
Send for free copy of 


**Tracts and Their Uses’’ 
By Tom M. Olson 
(AI tracts are free of charge) Write 
LeTOURNEAU EVANGELISTIC CENTER 
(Suite 2307) 
1270 Sixth Avenue New York 19, N. Y. 
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_ BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Monthly Publication, ‘‘The Bible Teday”’ 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered by 
New York State Regents to grant degrees in Theology and Christian 
Education, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical 
Course diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 


WORLD REVIVAL? scsi 
Our 1944 FREE 16-page illustrated Bulletin 


WORLD-WIDE WORK 


of the Biblical Research Society 
gives the Scriptural basis for our faith in this revival 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY TODAY — Don't delay 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept.ST Los Angeles 31, Cailf, 











PROCLAIM THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL 
Sunday-school 
lesson 


on the Uniform Lessons 


Union lesson helps and story papers 


are Bible - nal, 
easy to teach and interes te study, 


een especiclly for 3g small and 
ium sized school with helps for each 


age group. FREE specimens. 
American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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and Others toot SERVICE * 


Five NEW TRACTS . Appealing messages of 
amazing power. Beautifull pointed in national » 
colors. True soul-winners. arin Camps and 
overseas. Samples x 
Order NOW—have on hand when needed, Only 
8 cents a doz.; 50 cents a 100. Write ry: * 


FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 





Dept. T2 Muskegon Heights, Mich. ® 
HARASSED and HOMELESS 
Among the neediest people today 
REFUGEES 


NEED HELP AND NEED CHRIST 
Scores have found Christ in the three years this 
ministry contin Send gifts to 
CHRISTIAN REFUGEE ASSOCIATION 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


Through the Bible Study 


enesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Or. J. ®. ° 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
: young Fesgie’ sand Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 
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church to handle the book table, and 
then the church receives 20 per cent of 
the gross sales for their missionary bud- 
get or any other purpose they desire. 
The church may give the 20 per cent 
to the person who handles the book 
table. It is enough for the evangelist to 
tell the church they will receive this 
commission on the gross sales. If, how- 
ever, the church regularly has a book 
table, as a permanent institution, and if 
they have obtained books of the speaker 
beforehand, then the speaker should 
mention his books and let the church 
have the entire commission of 40 per 
cent discount, which is the wholesale 
discount to book stores and book tables. 
In this way the speaker receives noth- 
ing whatever directly from the sale of 
the books. It seems hardly right that 
the speaker should give nothing to those 
who do the work at the table. In many 
cases the church takes nothing in the 
way of commission, and informs the 
visitor that the entire returns from the 
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OUR SCHOOL WHOLE~ 
HEARTEDLY APPROVES 
THE SUPERIOR SERIES. 
IT PRESENTS A CLEAR, 
CONCISE. COMPLETE 
PROGRAM. 








e a 
Please send 
pire Bing 


Name 


YOUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PLAN 


COMPLETE to the last detail 


Every hour of every day is programmed—les- 
handwor! 


“SUPERIOR” 
Toceten Bible School Lessons. Yet, the Series is 


> caleaed beaeianite, 
You have a complete plan |when you adopt the 


“Superior” — 
SUMMER SCHOOL SERIES 


of Daily Vacation Bible School Lessons 


Time spent in your DVBS with the “SUPERIOR” 
Series means time spent in God’s Word. Se 
unit for each department— Beginner, 

termedia 


ating handwork and recreation are correlated 
with the lesson for every age group. Prices are 
reasonable: Teacher’s manual each department, 
25c; pupils’ work book, 12c. 
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ior the Daily Vacation Bible School. 


k, songs, special features—in the 
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President: Pamir E, Howarp 
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Editor: Pair E. Howarp, Jr. ~ 
Associate Editor: Jonn W. Lang, Jr. 
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Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Broom 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


Christian Youth: 80 cents per year; 50 
cents, five or more copies in a package 
to one address. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa, 





book table will be given back to him. 
This is quite: all right if the church 
wishes to do so. 

These suggestions are offered only 
with the thought of clarifying the‘ dif- 
ficulties of. financing special meetings. 
They are not to be taken as a rule of 
conduct. Various situations make: -it 
necessary to handle each case under the 
wisdom and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Kansas City, Mo. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible , Dents on sane [arenes cece 
Lessons, y the ternational 


Sunday School Lesson Cskaaiton: 
April 23 to 29 
Mon.—Joshua 1:6-9. Instructions to Joshua. 
Prayer Succestions: “Be strong and 
of a good courage.” Joshua’s second 
charge was direct from God.: His first 
was. given by Moses. The instructions 
in both were almost identical. By obe- 
dience thereto, Joshua opened. the. way 
for God’s further instructions. These 
other instructions had much to do with 
his victories. Take heed to God’s Word 
and you, too, shall have God’s blessing. 
Pray for the Montana Gospel Crusade, 
Billings, Mont. 


Tues.—Joshua 24:14-16. Joshua’s Choice, 
Prayer Suacestions: “As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Joshua favored righteousness when he 
decided for God. We, too, are respon- 
sible for decisions. Let people know 
that your will is to do God’s will. . Do 
this, whatever others may say or do. 


‘ 














Lesson for April 29 


Like Joshua, declare one pur- 
pose -—to serve the Lord. Lead 


those you can influence to do the’ 


same. “Choose youthisday whom 
ye will serve.” Pray for the 
‘ London Bible College, 19 John 
Street, Bedford Row, London. 


Wed.—Judged 2:16-23, 
Dangers in Canaan, 
Prayer SvuccesTions: “They 
ceased not from their own do- 
ings, nor from their stubborri 
way.” Israel’s troubles were 
mostly self-made. . Christians 
who choose their own way and 
persist in it increase dangers 
and sorrows. The way of a 
self-seeking, disobedient Chris- 
tian is hard. Fear, unrest, dark- 
ness, failure, ‘unhappiness lie 
along the paths of selfishness 
and sin. The dangers in Canaan 
are an illustration of those 
which lie in the way of a car- 
nal Christian. Pray for the New 
York Jewish Evangelization 
Society, 56 Second Ave., New 
York 3, 
Thurs.—Judges 7:19-23, 
Gideon’s Victory, 
Prayer Svuacestions: “The 
Lord set every man’s sword 
against his fellow.” The lamps 
shining from broken pitchers, 
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Missions, Rutherglen, Clare- 
mont <Ave., Woking, Surrey, 
London. 
Sun.—Isaiah 41:10-13, 
God Cares.for His Own. 
Prayer Succestions: “For I 
the Lord thy God will hold 
thy right hand, saying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 
That the infinite, ever-present, 
eternal God, who made and sus- 
tains all, can care for His own, 
none should doubt. If we knew 
God well enough, we would 
trust in Him at all times and 
under all circumstances. He, 
who tells us not to fear, and 
also what He will do for us, 
ought to be believed without 
wavering. Pray for the Ameri- 
ican Tract Society, 21 W. 46th 
St:., New York 19. 


Christ’s death provided a 
ground upon which a righteous 
God might pardon and deal in 
mercy and favor with sinful 
and sinning men without in any 
way violating the holiness of 
His nature and righteousness 
of. His acts—William Evans, 
Ph.D., D.D., in the Keswick 

Calendar. 








“The Bible Conference at the Seashore” 





HARVEY CEDARS 


Bible Presbyterian Conference 


Harvey Cedars, New Jersey 


Memorial Day Conference, May 29, 30, 31 


Continuous Season, June 23 through September 4 


Enjoy your vacation at the seashore, 40 miles north of Atlantic 


City. 


Ideal surf bathing - 


excellent fishing 


unusual 


accommodations at very reasonable rates, in a modern hotel 
- the finest of speakers and musicians. Easy of access from 
New York and Philadelphia. 


Send for pictorial folder and list of speakers. 


Jack Murray, Conference Director 


SIX MILES AT SEA - - : 


Harvey Cedars, New Jersey . 
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the shout of the three hun- 

dred men with Gideon were tokens 
of obedience to God’s commandments. 
That obedience gave God His right 
of way to overthrow the enemies of 
His people.. Obedience of God’s peo- 
ple to His will is still the way to see the 








Attendance Cards, Award Tickets, and Handwork 





~ Increase the attendance and efficiency of your Sunday 
display of His power in homes, churches, Pe ena => School by Dietz d lable Sieg iil 
and communities. The Lord will show 8 SUPP 
Himself strong to those whose hearts are qa for almost half a century. 
right toward Him. Pray for the Chi- be © 





cagoland Youth for Christ, Chicago 41. ~ og free on req 





Fri.—Ruth 1:1-5. Moving to a New Country. Se. §- < House of a Thousand Things for 
Prayer SuccesTions: “In the country ~ Church and Sunday School 
of Moab.” Elimelech moved his family 
to Moab. He thought to escape famine, —_ M, H. DIETZ Inc. 
but death was waiting there for him and Ww 
his two sons, But God graciously made € ~ 10 Se. Wabash Ave. Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Ill. 








these sorrows a blessing to two of his . 
three survivors. The story unfolds as 
one reads the Book of Ruth. We, too, 
shall see life’s story unfolded when God 
opens His books by and by. Pray for 
the South American Missionary Society, 
20 John Street, Theobolds Road, Lon- 
don. 


Sat.—Buth 2:14-18. Ruth, a Loving Daughter. 

Prayer Succestions: “Her mother in 
law saw what she had gleaned.” Ruth’s 
love to her mother-in-law was in deeds 
as well as words. She showed in her 
works her desire to be good and to do 
her ‘best. Is your love the working 
kind? Do you show it in loving 
deeds of sacrifice? Where have you 
gleaned today? Can folks see that you 
have fruits from your labors for the 
Lord? Pray for the Irish Church 











Strengthen Your Sunday School with 


/ CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES 
of Sunday School Literature 






in; 


Christ-centered Quarterlies for every Department. 
Also Lesson Leaflets and Sunday School Papers. 
Complete material for Teachers and Pupils that is 
Scriptural, Spiritual, Practical and Pre-Millennial. 


% Write Today for Free Samples 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS Cleveland, Ohio 
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THIS YOUNG SAILOR KNOWS 
THE WORD AND HOW TO USE IT 


He led twenty-seven men to Christ in his two and 
a half month’s boot training! His weekly Bible class, 
organized by the first five men converted through 
his testimony, grew te a membership of 
280. Shipping as quartermaster, he con- 
tinued his fruitful witness aboard ship. 
Even when wounded he taught a Bible 
class in sick bay! 
Agraduate of the Institute’s Pastors Course 
.« +. trained for soul-winning in the pastor- 
ate or wherever the Lord might place him 

. . - this sailor is typical of hundreds of 
Moody-trained men and women now in 
our country’s service. 

They’re winning spiritual victories on every 
front ... victories in which you have a share 
when you help provide the tuition-free 
‘training which arms them with the gospel. 




















You can support the Institute ministry in different 
ways...by cash gifts, by a bequest in your will, or by 

taking a Moody Annuity. The Moody Annuity plan 

(a offers you special advantages. It provides a regular, 
sure and generous return...plus the knowledge 

that your money is at work in 
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